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| PRESENTED: 
By His Majesry's: Command. 


| 


| (No. 1.) | > 
Franſlation of an Official Note from Lord Grenville to:the” 
Miniſter for Foreign Affairs of the French Republic. 
THE ſignature of the Preliminaries of a Peace, the deſini- 
tive concluſion of which is to put an end to the Conti- 
nental War, appears to afford tothe two Governments of Great 
Britain and France a natural opportunity and new facilities for 
the rene wal of pacific negociations between them ; a part of? 
the obſtacles, which might have retarded this ſalutary work, 
no longer exiſting; and the intereſts to be treated of being, af- 
ter this event, neither ſo extenſive nor ſo complicated as they 
were before. e ran © a i PORE 
The Court of London, always deſirous of employing ſuch 
means as are beſt calculated to contribute to this object, ſo ĩa- 
tereſting to the happineſs of the two nations, is unwilling to 
omit rene wing to the French Government the aſſurance of the 
continuance of its diſpoſitions on this ſubject. And the un- 
derſigned is authoriſed to propoſe to the Minifter for Foreign 
Affairs to enter without delay, and in ſuch manner as ſhall be 
Judged the moſt expedient, upon the diſcuſhon of the views and 
pretenſions of each party for the regulation of the Prelimina - 
ries of a Peace, which may be definitively arranged at the fu- 


ture Congreſs. . 5 | 
As ſoon as the form of this negociation ſhall have been 
agreed upon, the Britiſh Govcromenc will be ready to concus. 
in it, by taking on tits parc ſuch mealures as are the moſt pro- 


per tor accelerating the re-eſtabliſhnient of the public tran- 


quillity. | ' 
K. igned) G RENVILLE, 
Weſtminſter, June 1, 1797. | 1 


50 s (Ns. 


(4 ) 


Tranſlation of an Official Note from the Miniſter for Foreign 
Affairs to Lord Grenville. 


THE underſigned Miniſter for Foreign Affairs of the French 
Republic, loſt no time in laying before the Executive Direc- 
tory the Note which was tranſmitted to him on the 3ſt of June 

(O. S.) by Lerd Grenville, in the name of his Britannie Ma- 
| ö jeſty. He is directed to anſwer it. | 


| The Executive Directory ſees with ſatisfaction the defire 
ö which the Cabinet of Saint James's expreſſes to put an end, 
at length, to the calamities of War. It will receive with 
eagerneſs the overtures and propoſals which ſhall be made to it 
| by the Court of England. | | 
The Executive Directory deſires notwithſtanding, that the 
| negociations ſhould be ſet on foot at once for a Definitive 

Treaty. This proceeding appears to the Directory preterable 
| to a Congreſs, of which the refult muſt be remote, and which 
does not correſpond with the ardent deſire that it has to re · eſta- 
| blich, as quickly as poſſible, Peace between the two powers. 

18 „„ Ch. DELACROIXK, | 
Paris, 16 {Jo 5th Year of te | FF 
French Republic, One and Indivifible. 
(June 4, 1797.) 


+ (No.3) 
Tranſlation of an Official Note from Lord Srenville to tha 
Miniſter for Foreign Affairs. | 


THE Court of London has received, with the greateſt ſa- 
tisfaRion, the aſſurances of the diſpoſitions of the Executive 
Directory to entertain with eagerneſs the pacific overtures of 
Great Britain, as well as of its deſire to re-eftabliſh, as ſoon 
as poflible, Peace between the two powers. | 

© Anxious to contribute to it in every thing which can depend 
_—_ itſelf, the Britiſh Government will not delay to fend to 

aris, or to ſuch other place, upon the Continent, as may be 
agreed upon, a Miniſter, to treat and conclude with the Pleni- - 
potentiary, who ſhall be appointed by the Executive Directory, 

The underſigned is directed to deſire to know the wiſh of 
the Directory, as to the place of the negociation, in order 
that a ſpeedy determination may be taken here upon that ſub- 
jet ; and to requeſt the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs to lend 
him, without delay, the neceſſary paſſports, to enable the 
King's Plenipotentiary to repair immediately to his deſtina- 
tion. The queſtion of figning Preliminary or Definitive * 

TLDS | 5 ticks, 
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3 1359 
tices, will neceſſarily depend upon the progreſs and turn of 
the negociations, to which, on the part of Great Britain, will 
be brought the moſt fincere defire for the ſpeedy re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of Peace. 8 | 

(Signed) GRENVILLE. 
Weſtminſter, June 8, 1797. / 


(No. 4.) 


Tr anſlation of an Official Note from the Miniſter for Foreign 
| Affairs to Lord Grenville, | 


THE Executive Directory of the French Republic has ſeen 
with ſatisfaction, by the official note of Lord Greaville, dated 
June 8th (O S.), that the Court of London fhews itſelf diſpoſed 
to (et on foot, without delay, the negociation, 4or which it has- 
lately made an overture. Filled with the ſame eagerneſs, con- 
vinced that the intentions of the Britiſh Goverument are ſuch 
as it deicribes them, the Directory has directed the underſigned, 
Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, to tranſmit to Lord Grenville the 
neceſſary paſſports for a Miniſter furuiſhed with full powers, fur 
the purpoſe of negociating a Definitive and arate T rea 
of ee the 3 Republic. wa Y 
The Executive Dire tory has fixed upon the Commune of 
Liſle as the place of Meeting for the reſpective Fan 


tiaries, = A 


yk | (Signed) - © En. DELACROIX.. 
. Piat. Sh EM | 3 


of the French Republic. 
(June 21, FORE 
CGE; „ (Fo. 5. 3 
Tranſlation of the Form of Padport. 
Liberty, Equality. © Fraternity, Union. 


In the Name of the French Repubhc. 
TO all Officers, Civil and Miſitary, charged to hlt 

+ ls order in the different Departments ef France, and to 
make the French name reſpecken abroad. 8 a 
Allow to paſs freely 

furniſhed with the full powers of his Briisbme Majeſty f for the”, 
_ purpoſe of negociating, concluding, and ſigning a Definitive. 
und Separate Treaty of Peace with the French Republic, na- 

tive of, &c. Ges: | 


going to Lille, Depurtments of the North, the aide appointed 
lor the negociation, 


* 2M without giving or nn any hindrance to be given to him. 
| B. 3. 5 | This 
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This Paſſport ſhall be in force for Decades only. 
Given at Paris the 23 Prairial, 5th year of the Repub- 
lic, One and Indiviſible. Re 
The Miniſter Foreign Affairs. 


(Signed) En. DELACROIX. 
By the Miniſter, | 
(Signed) T. GUiRADET. 
(No. 6.) | 


Tranſlation of an Official Note from Lord Grenville to the 
Miniſter for Foreign Affairs. 


THE underſigned has received from the Miniſter for Foreign 
Affairs of the French Republic his official note with the paſſport 
which accompanied it. . | 

The Court of London willingly accepts the propoſal of the 
French Government with reſpe&t to the place of negociation, 
and conſents that Lifle ſhall be appointed as the place of mett- 

ing for the reſpective Plenipotentiaries: It being always un- 
derſtood, that the King's Plenipotentiary ſhall have liberty to 
diſpatch his couriers directly from Liſte to Dover, by way of 
Calais; and that the Engliſh veſſels, appointed for keeping up 
this communication, ſhall be allowed freely to go into, and 
come out of the port of Calais, and to pafs in perfect ſafety be- 

tween that city and Dover. | 8 

With reſpect to the paſſport, the underſigned finds himſelf 
under the neceſſity of remarking that the terms in which this 


Inſtrument is drawn up, differ from the uſual form, by the par- 


ticular deſcription, which is inſerted in them, of the nature 
and extent of the powers, and of the miſſion of the King's 


Plenipotentiary. | 


This new form appears liable to produce, in many inſtances, 
conſiderable inconvenience ; and, according to the terms uſed 
in this particular inſtance, it would have the diſadvantage of 
not anſwering exactly to the powers and the miſſion of the Mi- 
niſter in queſtion. | 


His full powers, drawn up in the uſual form, will include 


every caſe; and without preſcribing to him any particular 
mode of negociation, will give him the moſt unlimited authority 
to conclude any articles or treaties, whether preliminary or de- 
finitive, as might beſt conduce to the ſpeedy re-eſtabliſhment of 
Peace, which is the ſole object of his miſſion. | | 
But the Court of London does not by any means make a 
point of concluding a Preliminary Treaty, and would prefer 
* that mode, whatever it may be, which ſhall be found the 

beft calculated to accelerate the concluſion of Peace. 
The King's Plenipotentiary then will be equally ready, and 
: authorized 
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anthorized to begin the negociation without delay, upon either 

tooting; upon the footing of a Preliminary Treaty—or ſhould' 

fuch continue to be the with of the Directory, upon that of a 

Definitive Treaty. : bg, 
As to what regards the queſtion of a ſeparate treaty—there 


would be no obſection to ſettling, by a treaty of this kind, 
whatever relates to the reſpective intereſts of France and of 


Great Britain, as has been uſually the practice in ſimilar cales :: 


but the King cannot allow any doubt to ſubſiſt as to his inten- 


tion of providing for what is due to the intereſts of his ally, 
her moſt Faithful Majeſty. And in purſuance of the iame 
principles his Majeſty will not refuſe to enter into ſuch expla- 
nations with reſpect to the intereſts. of Spain and. Holland as 
may appear neceſſary for the re eſtabliſnment of Peace. 

After this frank and preciſe explanation, the Britiſh Govern- 
ment is perſuaded that the Directory will not delay to tranimit 
to them a paſſport for the Britiſh Plenipotentiary and his ſuite, 
in the uſuai form, and ſuch as was ſent in the month of Octo- 
ber laſt for the miſſion with which Lord Malmeſbury was 
then charged. a | 25 

In this expectation, and for the ſake of avoiding all delay, 
his Majeſty has already made choice of the ſame Miniſter to 
repreſent him on this important occaſion. And the underſigned 
1s charged to enquire on what day the French Plenipotentiary 
will be at Lifle, in order that Lord Malmeſbury may arrive 
there at the ſame time. 


(Signed) GREN VILLE. £ 


Weſtminſter, June, 17, 1797. 


(No. 7.) | | 
Tranſlation of an Official Note from the Miniſter for Foreign 
8 Affairs to Lord Grenvile. 


THE underſigned Miniſter for foreign affairs has laid be- 
fore the Directory, immediately upon its receipt, the official 


Note addrefled to him by Lord Grenville, dated June 17, 1797 


(O. S.) He loſes no time in replying to it, according to the 
orders which he has receive. 

The Directory, partaking moſt ſincerely in the pacific 
ſentiments which his Britannic Majeſty announces, and wiſhing: 
to bring the negociations as quickly as poſſible to a happy iſſue, 
perſiſts in requiring that the reſpective Plenipotentiaries ſhall 
begin immediately upon their meeting to treat of a Definitive 
Treaty. ne Directory accepts, with ſatisfaction, the con- 
tent of his Britannic Majeſty upon this ſubject, expreſſed in the 
note of Lord Grenville, e ; 
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The Directory conſents that his Britannic Majeſty ſhall 
make, by his Plenipotentiary, ſuch propoſals or ſtipulations 
as he ſhall think proper for her moſt Faithful Majeſty, as in 
return the Plenipotentiaries of the Republic will do for their 
allies his Catholic Majeſty and the Batavian Republic. 

The Directory conſents that the negociation ſhall be 
opened witn Lord Malmeſbury. Another choice would, 
however, have appeared to the DireQory to augur more favour- 
ably for the ſpeedy conclufion of Peace. 

The Diiectory requires that it ſhall be eſtabliſhed as a prin- 
ciple, that each Engliſh packet boat, which ſhall have brought 
over either the Plenipotentiary or a Courier, ſhall return with= 
out delay, and ſhail not be allowed to make any ftay. The 
Directery will give orders that a French packet boat ſhall be 
furniſhed, without delay, to each of the Couriers whom the 
Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majeity ſhall diſpatch. The 
Directory deſires, at the ſame time, that the Couriers ſhall not 
be ſent too frequently: the frequent ſending of them having 


' 'been one of the principal cauſes of the rupture of the former 


negociation. | 
After the above explanation, it becomes unneceflary to tranſ- 


mit to Lord Grenville a new paſſport ; ; the reſtrictions which 


he apprehended were to be found in that which has been ad- 
dreſſed to him, being entirely done away. 
The French Plenipotentiaries will have arrived at Lifle by 


the time at which Lord Malmeſbury. can himſelf be there. 


(Signed) ) Cn, DELACROIY. 


* "Wy 2 Meſſidor. 5 


(June 20, 1797.) 
(No. 8.) 


3 ranſlation of an Official Note from Lord Grenville to the 


Minifter for Foreign Affairs. 


THE underſigned has laid before the King the Oficial Note 
of the French Government, which he received the 23d of the 


preſent month. 


As to the two firſt articles of this Note both parties are 


agreed. On this point therefore there is nothing to be added 


to the explanations already given; in eanſequence of which 


8 Lord Malmeſbury will, without delay, proceed 


to Liſle to enter into a Negociation with the French Plenipo- 


tentiaries for the completion of a Definitive Treaty. The 
remark of the Directory upon the choice whic His Majeſty. 
has thought fit to make of his Plenipotentiary, being certainly 
1 a Nature not to require any anſwer. 


The 


ERP +: pt} 3g. 


London. 


8 


The Britiſh Government agrees to the arrangement propoſed 
for the packet boats; provided that a French packet boat ſhalt 


be furniſhed regularly, and without the leaft delay, for each 


Courier which the Britiſh Plenipotentiary ſhall find it neceſſary 
to diſpatch : the exerciſe of his inconteſtable right in this re- 
ſpe being to be governed by his own diſcretion only, with a 
view to bringing the Negociation with which he is charged to 
a fpeedy and ſucceſsful end. | | 

With regard to the rupture of the laſt Negociation, the 


circumſtances and the motives of it are known to all Europe; 


and it is not at the moment of entering into a new . pacific 
diſcuſſion that the Britiſh Government conceives it can be of 
any uſe to recall them to recollection. 


Lord Malmeſbury will ſet out from London on the goth of 


this month to proceed to Calais; from whence he will arrange 


his departure according to the notification he may receive of 
the day on which the French Miniſters may reach Liſſe. 
| (Signed) GRENVILLEs. 
Weſtminſter, June 26, 1997. | 
(No. 9.) 
Tranſlation of an Official Note from the Miniſter for Foreign 
| Affairs to Lord Grenville. 


THE underſigned Minifter for Foreign Affairs loſt no time. 
in laying before the Executive Directory the Official Note 
addreſſed to him by Lord Grenville, dated the 21ſt of June 


(O. 8.) 8th of the preſent month Meſſidor. 


In anſwer to this Note, he has the honor to declare to Lord 
Grenville, that the Plenipotentiaries charged by the Directory 


with the negociation, are already aſſembled at Lifle, and that 
the conferences may be ſet on foot as ſoon as the Plenipoten - 


tiary of his Britannic Majefty ſhall have arrived there. Pro- 
viſion has been made that there ſhall never be a want of packet 
boats for the Couriers which he ſhall think proper to ſend to 
The underſigned at the ſame time apprizes Lord Grenville, 
that a copy of this Note will be delivered to Lord Malmeſbury 
on his arrival at Calais, in order that there may be nothing 
to hinder his immediate departure for Lifle. | 5 
Hh (Signed) Cu. DELaCROIx* 
Paris, 11 Meſſidor, | | 3 
| 5th Year. | | 
(June 29, 1797» 
| | Noa. 


* 


n 
8 (No. 10.) 
Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Gren- 
ville, dated Lifle, July 6th, Thurſday, 8 P. M. 1797. 
* MY LORD, | 5 
HAVING had this morning my firſt conference with the 
French Plenipotentiaries, and having mutually exchanged our 
full powers, I think it my duty to diſpatch a Meſſenger, in 
order that His Majeſty may have the earlieſt information of 
this circumitance. My diſpatch however muſt be confined to 
this alone, as nothing whatever has yet paſſed relative to the 
Negociation it ſelf. | | 
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| (No. 26) | 

Tranſlation of the full Powers of the French Plenipotentiaries. 
| Equality. Liberty. 

Extract from the Regiſters of the Deliberations of the Execu- 

tive Directory. f 

Paris the 3oth Prairial, fifth Year of the French Republic, 

i One and Indiviſible. | 


THE. Executive Directory, after having heard the report 
of the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, decrees as follow: 

The Citizens Letourneur, heretofore Member of the Exe» 
eutive Directory, Pleville le Pelley, and Maret, are autho- | 
rized to negociate with the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His- 

Britannic Maj:-fty, the Treaty of Peace to be concluded be- 
tween the French Republic and Great Britain. The Directory. 
gives them the neceſfary full powers. for agreeing upon and 

ſigning the articles of the Treaty to be made. They. ſhall 
conform them ſelves to the inſtructions which have been or ſhall 
be given to them by the Executive Directory, to whom they 
ſhall render an account of the. progreſs and the iſſue of the. 
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The Citizen Colchen, appointed Secretary General to the 
French Legation, is authorized to aſſiſt at the conferences, ta 
afford the information which ſhall be required of him, and to. 
take a note of what ſhall be agreed upon and ſettled. 

The preſent Decree ſhall not be printed for the preſent. 

A true Copy. | 
The Preſident of the Executive Directory, 
| CARNOT. 

| \ x the Executive Directory, 
=. 1 * the Secretary General, 

| | LAaGARDEs, 


17H 

0 Negociations. 8 

kj They are <qually authorized, and under the ſame condi- 
178 tions, to ſtipulate for the allies of the Republic, His Catholie. 

{ N Majeſty and the Batavian Republic. : 
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(No. 12.) 


| Vuiratts of 4 Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury:to Lord Gres 
| ville, dated Liſle, July 11, 1797. 


I HAD the honour in my laſt, by Brooks, of the ſixth in- 
Rant, to inform your Lordſhip of my arrival here, of the man- 
ner in which I had been received, and of my having, in the 
uſual form, exchanged my full powers with the French Pleni- 
potentiaries. | | | : 

On Friday the 7th at noon-we held our Second Conference. 

I opened this Second Conference with the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries, by ſaying, that I myſelf had no obſervations to 
make on their full powers, which appeared to be conformable 
to thoſe uſually given by the Directory to their Plenipoten- 
tiaries, and of courſe muſt be confidered as ſufficient for the 
purpoſes expreſſed in them; that I, however, had tranſmitted 
them by a Meſſenger to my Court, and reſerved to myſelf the 
right of communicating any objections or remarks which I 
might receive by the return of my Meſſenger, relative to 
them. | 

M. le Tourneur, to whom, as Preſident of the Commiſſion, 
I addreſſed myſclf, replied, that they had taken preciſely the 
ſame ſteps as myſelf; that they confidered the full powers I 
had given in, as in due form, and ſufficient; but that they 
alſo reſerved to themſelves the ſame right, in regard to in- 
ſtructions they might receive from the Directory on this ſub- 
JeR, as I had claimed in regard to my Court. a 

To this, of courſe, I aſſented. Th 

On Saturday, the Sth inſtant, I gave in the Projet preciſely 
as I had received it from your Lordſhip; a copy of which 
(A), as it is tranſlated into French, I think it my duty to 
incloſe. | 8 | | 2 
One of the French Plenipotentiaries propoſed that ſome Time 
ſhould be given them to take the Propoſals I had made into 
confideration, and begged of me, merely for the ſake of accu- 
racy, and to help their memory, that I would be good enough 
either to let M. Colchen put down on paper, or myſelf fend 
them a Note containing the words with which I wiſhed the 
articles left blank to be filled up. I readily acquieſced in the 
latter mode, and immediately on my return ſent them the in- 
cloſed Note (B). y | 4 | 

On Sunday evening I received the incloſed Note (C) from 
the French Plenipotentiaries, and in conſequence of it went 
to the propoſed Conference yeſterday. | 5 

One of the French Plcnipetentiaries informed me on the 


ſubject of the projet I had g.ven them, and the Note 3 


{ 129 

J had accompanied it, that as theſe papers contain many poii:ts 
on which their inſtructions did not enable them to anſwer, they 
had, after having given them a very ſerious attentien, ſent them 
with ſuch obſeryations as they had thought it their duty to 
make on them, to the Directory, and that the moment they 
received an anſwer, they would communicate it to me. But 
that in the meanwhile, not to delay the progreſs of the Nego- 
tiation, they wiſhed that ſeveral points which he termed in- 
ſulated, but which, though not referred to in ouo projet, were, 
He ſaid, inſeparably connected with the general ſubject of Peace, 
might be diſcuſſed and got rid of now if I had no objection, 
and that it was with this view they had requeſted me to meet 
'them.—_On my not expreſſing any diſapprobation to this 
mode of proceeding, one of the French Plenipotentiaries began 
by ſaying, that in the preamble of the Treaty the title of King 
of France was uſed ; that this title they contended could no 
longer be inſiſted on, the abolition of it was in a manner eſ- 
ſential to the full acknowledgement of the French Republic, 
and that as it was merely titular as far as related to. his Majeſ- 
ty, but quite otherwiſe in the ſenſe in which it applied to 
Fu „ he hoped it would not be conſidered as an important 
conceſſion. | | | | 
I informed him, that on all former occaſions a ſeparate ar- 
ticle had been agreed to, which appeared to me to anſwer 
every purpoſe they required, and which it was my intention, 
as the Treaty advanced, to have propoſed, as proper to make 
part of this. The article (the firſt gf the ſeparate ones in 

the Treaty of 1783) was then read; but they objeGed to 
it, as not fully meeting their views. It was to the title itſelf, 
as well as to any right which might be ſuppoſed to ariſe from 
it, that they objected. I could ſcarce allow myſelf to treat 
this mode of xeaſoning ſeriouſly. I endeavoured to make them 
feel that it was cavilling for a mere word; that it was creat- 
ing difficulties where none exiſted ; and that if all the French 
Monarchs, in the courſe of three centuries, had allowed this 
to ſtand in the preamble of all treaties and tranſactions between 
the two countries, I could not conceive, after its having been 
uſed for ſo long a period without any claim or pretenſion being 
ſet forth in conſequence of it, how it could now affect either, 
the dignity, ſecurity, or importance of the Republic—that in 
fact ſuch titles have ever been conſidered as indefeaſible, and 
as memorials and records of former greatneſs, and not as 
pretenſions to preſent power—and I quoted the titles of the 
| of Sardinia and Naples, &c. as examples exactly in 


point. I argued however in vain, They treated it very 


| 1 3 3 
Favely, and made ſo ſtrong a ſtand upon it, that T could not 
avoid taking it for reference, which I thought it better to do, 
than feeling as I did at the moment, to puſh the converſation 
farther. . | 7 * 3 OM 
The ſecond inſulated point was a very material one indeed, 
and which, although it has been adverted to as a propoſal 
that might poſſibly be brought forward, I confeſs came upon 
me unexpectedly.— It was to aſk either a reſtitution of the 
ſhips- taken and deſtroyed at Toulon, or an equivalent for 
them. They grounded this claim on the Prelimmary Declara- 
tion made by Lord Hood on his taking poſſeſſion of Toulon; 
and on the eighth article of the Declaration of the Committee 
of the Sections to him. They ſaid, Peace they hoped was 
about to be re-eſtabliſhed ; that His Majeſty, in acknowledg- 
ing the Republic, admitted that a Sovereignty exiſted in the 
French Government; and of courſe that the ſhips, held only 
as 2 depoſit by England till this legal authority was admitted, 
ought now to be reſtored. I rephed, that this claim was ſo 
perfectly unlooked tor, that jt was impoſſible for me to have 
been provided for it in my inſtructions, and that I could 
therefore only convey my own private ſentiments on it, which 
were, that they could not have deviſed a ſtep more likely to 
defeat the great end of our miſſion. One of the French Pleni- 
potentiaries ſaid, that he ſincerely hoped not; that without a 
reſtitution of the ſhips an equivalent might be found to effect 
the purpoſe deſired, fince their great obje& was, that ſome- 
thing ſhould appear to prove that this juſt demand had not 
been overlooked by them, and was not left unſatisfied by us. 

I told him fairly, I did not ſee where this equivalent was to 
be found, or how it could be appreciated; and that conſider- 
ing the- great adyantages France had already obtained by the 
war, and thoſe ſhe was likely to obtain from the Act of Conde- 
ſcenfion I had already intimated His Majeſty was diſpoſed to 
make in order to reſtore Peace, I was much ſurpriſed, and 
deeply concerned at what I heard. I truſted, therefore, that 
this very inadmiſſible Propoſal: would be withdrawn. They 
ſaid it was not in their power; and one of them, from a writ- 
en paper before him, which he ſaid were his inſtructions, read 

me words to the effect I have already ſtated. 

Their third queſtion was as to any mortgage we might 
have upon the Low Countries, in conſequence of money lent 
to the Emperor by Great Britain. They wiſhed to-know if 
any ſuch exiſted, ſince as they had taken the Low Countries 
charged with all their incumbrances, they were to declare, that 
they ſhould not conlider themſelves bound to anſwer any mort- 

gage given for money lent to the Emperor, for the purpole of 

carrying on war againſt them. . 5 
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I told them, that without replying to this queſtion, ſuppoſ- 
ing the caſe to exiſt, the exception they required: ſhould have 
been ſtated in their Treaty with the Emperor, and could not 


at all be mixed up in our's; that if they had taken the Low 


Countries as they ſtood charged with all their incumbrances, 


there could be no doubt what theſe words meant, and that if 
no exception was ſtated in the firſt inſtance, none could be 


made with a retro- active effect. 


The French Plenipotentiaries, however, were as tenacious 


on this point as on the other two; and as I found to every ar- 


gument I uſed, that they conftantly oppoſed their inſtruct ions, 


I had nothing to do but to deſire they would give me a written 
paper ſtating their three-claims, in order that I might immedi- 
ately tranſmit it to your Lordſhip ; and on this being promiſed; 
-our conference broke up. 


Between four and five P. M. yeſterday, I received the encloſ- 


ed note (D), and I have loſt no time ſince it is in my poſ- 
ſeſſion in preparing to ſend away a Meſſenger, as independent 
of the difagreeable ſubjets brought forward in this laſt con- 


Ference, and which it is material ſhould be communicated with- 


out delay, I am anxious his Majeſty ſhould be informed of 


what has paſſed up to this day, as it may perhaps furniſh ſome 


ideas as to the poſſible event of the Negociation. 
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Franſlation of the Projet delivered-by Lord Malmeſ ury to the 
"French Pleniporenares in their Conference, July n 2797. 

| Project of a Treaty of Peace. 170 
concern. The moſt Serene and moſt Potent Prince George 
the Third, by the grace of God, King of Great Britain, 
France, and Treland, Duke of Brunſwick and Lunenburgh, 


. 


Arch Treaſurer and Elector of the Holy Roman Empire, an 
the Executive DireQory of the French Republic, being equals 
ly defirous to put an end to the war, which has for ſome timg- 
paſt ſubſiſted between the dominions of the two parties, have 
named and conſtituted for their Plenipotentiaries, charged with 
the concluding and. hgning of the Pefinitive Treaty of Peace; 
viz. the King of Great Britain, the Lord Baron of Malmeſ- 
bury, a Peer of the kingdom of Great Britain, Knight of the 
Moſt Honourable Order of the Bath, Privy Councillor to his 
133 Majeſty, and the Executive Directory of the French 
PPV ᷣ ͤ !t; ee IS 
8 after n their reſpective ſull powers, havs 
agreed upon the following articles 3 
1. As ſoon as this Treaty ſhall be ſigned and ratified there ſhall 
be an nniverſal and perpetual Peace as well by ſea as by land, 
and a ſincere and conſtant friendſhip between the two contracting 
parties, and their dominions, and territories, and people, with= 
bout exception of either places or perſons; ſo that the high con- 
tracting parties ſhall give the greateſt attention to the mains 
taining between themſelves and their {aid dominions, territo- 
ries, . and people, this reciprocal friendſhip and intercourſe; 
without permitting hereafter, on either part, any kind of hoſ- 
tilities to be committed either by fea or by land, for any 
. cauſe, or under any pretence whatſoever. Phere ſhall be a 
general oblivion and amneſty of every thing which may have 
been done or committed by party towards the other be- 
| C2 fore 
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| Fore or.fince the commencement of the war; and they ſhall 


carefully avoid for the future every thing which might preju- 


dice the union happily re- eſtabliſhed. 


Immediately after the exchange of the Ratifications of this 
Treaty, orders ſhall be ſent to the armies and ſquadrons of 
both parties to ſtop all hoftilities z and for the execution of 
this Article, ſea paſſes ſhall be given on each fide to the ſhips 
diſpatched to carry the news of peace to the poſſeſſions of the | 
. ST | | 


2. The Treaties of Peace of Nimeguen of 1678 and 1679, 
of Ryſwick of 1697, and of Utrecht of 1713; that of Ba- 
den of 1714; that of the Triple Alliance of the Hague of 
17123 that of the Quadruple Alliance of London of 1718; 
the Treaty of Peace of Vienna of 1736 ; the Definitive Trea- 


ty of Aix-la-Chapelle of 1748; the Definitive Treaty of 


Paris of 1763; and that of Verſailles of 1783 ſerve as a ba- 
fis and foundation of the Peace, and to the preſent Treaty. 
And for this purpoſe they are all renewed and confirmed in 
the beſt form, ſo that they are to be exactly obſerved for the 
future in their full tenour, and religiouſly executed by both 
parties in all the points which ſhall not be derogated from 
by the preſent Treaty of Peace. 1 


3. All the priſoners taken on either ſide, as well by land as 
by fea, and the hoſtages carried away or given during the 
war, ſhall be reftored, without ranſom, in fix weeks at lateſt, 
to be computed from the day of the exchange cf the Ratifica- 
tions of the preſent 0 1 Each party reſpectively diſcharg- 
ing the advances which ſhall have been made for the ſubſiſt- 
ence and maintenance of their prifoners in the country where 
they ſhall have been detained, according to the receipts, at- 
teſted accounts, and other authentic vouchers, which ſhall be 
furniſhed on each fide ; and ſecurity ſhall be reciprocally given 


for the payment 'of the debts which the priſoners may have 
contracted in the countries where they may have been detained, 


until their entire releaſe. 


- 
* 


4. With reſpect to the Rights of Fiſhery on the Coaſts 
of the Iſland of Newfoundland, and of the Iſlands adjacent, 
and in the Gulph of St. Lawrence, the two parties ſhall return 
to the ſame fitvation in which they ſtood reſpectively, ac- 
cording to the Treaties and Engagements ſubſiſting at the 
period of the commencement of the war. And with this 


view, his Majeſty conſents to reſtore to France, in full right, 
the Iſlands of St, Pierre and Miquelon. | 


5. The 


— 


5 

5. The ſame principle of the ſtate. of poſſeſſion befare the 
war, is adopted by mutual conſent, with reſpect to all other 
. poſſeſſions and rights on both ſides, in every part of the world; 
fave only the exceptions which are ſtipulated by the ſubſequent 
Articles of this Treaty. And, to this intent, all poſſeſſions 
or territories which have or may have been conquered by one 
of the parties from the other (and not ſpecially excepted in this 
Treaty), ſhall be reſtored to the party to whom they belonged: 

at the commencement of the preſent war. n 


6. From this principle of mutual reſtitution, the tro parties ; 
have agreed to except „ | 05>; 
which ſhall remain to his Britannic Majeſty in full Sovereignty. 


7. In all the caſes of Reſtitution provided by the preſent 
Treaty, the fortreſſes ſhall be reſtored in the ſame condition 
in which they now axe, and no injury thall be done to any 

works that have been conſtructed ſince the conqueſt of tbem. 


8. It is alſo agreed, that in every caſe of reſtitution or 
ceſſion provided by any of the Articles of this Preaty, the 
term of three years from the date of the notification of the 
Treaty, in the reſpective territory or place reſtored or ceded, 
ſhall be allowed to perſons of whatever defcription, reſiding. 
or being in che ſaid territory or place, poſſeſſed of property 
therein under any title exiſting before the war, or which has 
ſince devolved to them. by the laws then exiſting ; during which 
term of three years, they ſhall remain and reſide unmoleſted in 
the exerciſe of their religion, and in the enjoyment of their poſ= 
ſeſſions and effects, upon the conditions and titles under which 
they ſo acquired the ſame, without being liable in any manner, 
or under any pretence, to be proſecuted or fued for their paſt 
conduct, except as to the diſcharge of juſt debts to individuals: 
and that all thoſe who, within the time of months after 
the notification of this Treaty, ſhall declare to the Government, 
then eſtabliſhed, their intention to withdraw themſelves, or 
their effects, and to remove to ſome other place, ſhall have and. 
obtain within one month after ſuch declaration, full liberty to- 
depart and to remove their effects, or to ſell and diſpoſe of 

the lame, whether moveable or immoveable, at any time within 

the ſaid period of three years, without any reſtraint or hindrance,, 
except on account of debts at any time contracted, or of any 
eriminal proſecution for acts done ſubſequent to the notification 
of this Treaty. ä 


9. As it is neceſſary. to appoint a certain period for the: 
reſtitutions herein before ſtipulated, it is agreed, that the- 
N . En _ ſame: 


| ( . 
ſame ſhall take place in Europe within (one month), in Africa 
and America within (three months), and in Aſia within (ſix 
months), after the ratification of the preſent Treaty. | 


10. For preventing the revival of the law ſuits which have 
been ended in the territories to be reſtored by virtue of this 
Treaty, it is agreed, that the judgments in private cauſes pro- 
nounced in the laſt reſort, and which have acquired the force 
of matters determined, ſhall be confirmed and executed accord- 
ding to their form and tenour. | 3 


11. The deciſion of the prizes and ſeizures of ſhips and 

their cargoes taken at ſea or ſeized in the ports - 4 either 

country, prior to the hoſtilities, ſhall be referred to the reſpec- 

tive Courts of Juſtice ; ſo that the legality of the ſaid prizes 

and ſeizures ſhall be decided according to the law of Nations, 

and to Treaties, in the Conrts of Juſtice of the Nation which 

Hall have made the capture, or ordered the ſeizures. And in 

order to prevent all cauſes of complaint and diſpute which 

may ariſe on account of prizes which may be made at fea after 

the ſigning of this Treaty, it is reciprocally agreed that the / 

veſſels and effects which may be taken in the Britiſh Channel 

and in the North Seas, after the ſpace of twelve days, to be 

computed from the exchange of the ratifications of this Treaty, 

mall be reſtored on each fide ;—that the term ſhall be one 

month from-the Britiſh Channel and the North Seas, as far as 

the Canary Iſlands, incluſively, whether in the Ocean, or in the 

Mediterranean; two months from the ſaid Canary Iſlands as [ 

far as the Equinoctial Line or Equator :—three months from 
the Equator to any part to the weſtward of the Cape of 

Good Hope, and the eaſtward of Cape Horn :—and, laſtly, 

five months in all other parts of the world, without any excep- 

tion or any more particular deſcription of time or place. 


12. The Allies of the two parties, that is to ſay, her moſt 
Faithful Majeſty as Ally of his Britannic Majeſty, and his Ca- 
tholic Majeſty and the Batavian Republic as Allies of the 
French Republic, ſhall be invited by the two contracting par- 
ties to accede to this Peace on the terms and conditions ſpe- 
cified in the three following articles; the execution of which 
the ſaid two contracting parties reciprocally guarantee to each 
other, being thereto reſpectively authorized by their abovemen- 
tioned Allies: and the two contracting parties further agree, 
that if their Allies reſpectively ſhall not have fo acceded within 
the ſpace of two months after the exchange of the ratifications 
of this Treaty, the party ſo refuſing to accede, ſhall not re- 

| SF 5 ceive 


( 19 ) 
ceive from its Ally any aid or ſuccour of any nature during 
the further continuance of the war. FE EET 


13. His Britannic Majeſty engages to conclude a Definitive 
Peace with his Catholic Majeſty on the footing of the ſtate 
of poſſeſſion before the war, with the exception of | 6 

| which ſhall remain in full fovereignty: 
to his Britannic Majeſty. | i 

'14. His Britannic Majeſty in like manner engages to con» 
clude a Definitive Peace with the Batavian Republic on the 
ſame footing of the ſtate of poſſeſſion before the war, with the 
exception of 1 | 4; 2 
which ſhall remain to his Britannic Majeſty in full ſovereignty, 
and of | 5 which ſhall be ceded. 
to his Majeſty in exchange for ; $46 

In conſideration of theſe reſtitutions, to be hereby made by; 
his Britannic Majeſty, all property belonging; to. the Prince of 
Orange, in the month of December 1794, and which has been, 
| ſeized and confiſcated ſince that perigd, ſhall be reſtored to him, 

or a full equivolent in money given him for the ſame. And the 
French Republic further engages to procure for him, at the 
general Peace, an adequate compenſation for the loſs of his 
offices and dignities in the United Provinces ; and the perſons. 
who have been impriſoned' or baniſhed, or whoſe property has 
been ſequeſtered or confiſcated in the ſaid Republic, on ac- 
count of their attachment to the intereſts of the Houſe of 
Orange, or to the former government of the United Provinces, 
ſhall be releaſed, and ſhall be at liberty to return to their coun - 
try, and to reſide therein, and to enjoy their property there, 
conforming themſelves to the laws and conſtitution there eſta- 
bliſhed. ä c . 
15. The French Republic engages. to conclude a Defini- 
tive Peace with her Moſt Faithful Majeſty on the fame footing” - 
of the ſtate of poſſeſſion before the war, and without any fur- 
Frm: demand or burthenſome condition being made on either - 

e. ; k ; : os IE : 


16. All the ſtipulations contained in this Treaty, reſpect- 
ing the time and manner of making the reſtitutions therein: 
mentioned, and all the privileges thereby reſerved to the inha- 
bitants or proprietors in the iflands or territories reſtored or 
ceded, ſhall apply in like manner to the reſtitutions to be made 

by virtue of any of the three laſt articles, viz. the 13th. 14th. 
and i th. except. in thoſe inſtances where the ſame may be 
derogated from by the mutual conſent of the parties concerned. 


17. 


( wo ) 

77: All former Treaties of Peace between the reſpective 
parties to whom the ſaid three articles relate, and which ſub- 
fifted and were in force at the commencement of hoſtilities 
between them reſpectively, ſhall be renewed, except in ſuch in- 
ſtances only where the ſame may be derogated from by mutual 
eonſent; and the Articles of this Treaty for the reſtoration of 
priſoners, the ceſſation of hoſtilities and the deciſion relative to 
the prizes and ſeizures, ſhall equally apply to the reſpective 
parties to whom the ſaid-three Articles relate, and ſhalt be held 
to be in full. force between them, as. ſoon. as they ſhall re- 
ſpectively and in due form have acceded to this Treaty. 


18. All ſequeſtrations impoſed by any of the parties named 
in this Treaty, on the rights, properties, or debts, of indi- 
viduals belonging to any other of the ſaid parties, ſhall be taken 
off, and the property of whatever kind ſhall be reſtored in the 
fulleſt manner to the lawful owner; or juſt compenſation be 
made for it: and all complaints of injury done to private pro- 
perty, contrary to the uſual practice and rules of war, and all 
claims of private rights or property which belonged to indivi- 
duals at the periods of the commencement of hoſtilities re- 
ſpectively, between the ſaid parties, viz. Great Britain and 
Portugal. on the one fide, and France, Spain, and Holland on 
the other; and which ought, according to the uſual practice 
and laws of nations, to revive at the period of Peace, ſhall bo 
received, heard, and decided, in the reſpective Courts of Juſ- 
tice of the different parties; and full. juſtice therein ſhall be 
done by each of the ſaid parties to the ſubjects and people of 
he other, in the fame manner as to their own ſubjects or peo- 

E. 
1 And if any complaint ſhould ariſe reſpecting the execution 
of this Article, which complaints ſhall not be ſettled by mu- 
tual agreement between the reſpeftive Governments within 
twelve months after the fame ſhall have been preferred to 
them, the ſame ſhall be determined by ſworn Commiſſioners. 
to be appointed on each fide, with power to call in an Arbi- 
trator of any indifferent nation; and the deciſion of the ſaid: 
Commiſſioners ſhall be binding, and without appeal. 


19. His Britannic Majeſty and the French Republic, pro- 
mule to obſerve fincerely, and boud. fide, all the Articles con- 
tained and eſtabliſhed in the preſent Treaty: and they will. 
not ſuffer the fame to be infringed, directly or indirectly, 
by their reſpective ſubjects; and the ſaid Contracting Parties 

-aarantee to each other, generally and reciprocally, all. the 
e the preſent Treaty. | ER ib 
y a by 20. 


( 22 ) | 
20. The folemn Ratifications of the preſent Treaty, pre- 
pared in good and due form, ſhall be exchanged in 
between the Contracting Parties, in the ſpace 
of a month, or ſooner, if poſſible, to be computed from the day 
of the ſignature of the preſent Treaty. e e 
In Witneſs whereof, &c. &c. 


8 (No. 14. B.) 


Tranſlation of a Note from Lord Malmeſbury to the French 
Plenipotentiaries. . 

„THE Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majeſty 

has the honour of preſenting to the Miniſters Plenipotentiary 
of the French Republic, in conſequence of the wiſh expreſſed 
by them in the conference of this morning, the following 
Note: which he requeſts them at the ſame time to conſider, 
not ſo much in the light of an official paper as of a verbal and 
confidential communication, and as a proof of his readineſs 
to facilitate the progreſs of the Negociation, by giving them, 
on the very outſet, all the explanations in his power on the 
Projet of the Treaty which he has delivered to them. 

If, as the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republie 
have aſſured him, it is contrary to their moſt poſitive inſtruc- 
tions to enter into any diſcuſſion relative to the ceſſion of thoſe 
ee which belonged to France before the war, it is uſe- 

eſs to dwell on the 6th. Article: fince the compenſations 
which his Britannic Majeſty might have demanded by that ar- 
ticle, in return for the reſtitutions which he is diſpoſed to make 
for the re- eſtabliſnment of Peace, muſt in conſequence, of this 
declaration, be ſought for in the ceſſions to be made by his 
Catholic Majefty, and the Batavian Republic. 

Lord Malmeſbury therefore propoſes to inſert in the 13th 
Article, after the words Status ante Bellum, the following 
words: With the exception of the Iſland of Trinidad, hic 
ſhall remain in full poſſeſſion to his Britannic Majeſty.“ 

Lord Malmeſbury imagines that it is unneceſſary for him to 
repeat the reaſons which induce him to inſiſt upon the retain- 
ing of this conqueſt, unleſs compenſation ſhould be made for 
it by ſome other ceſſion which ſnall balance the augmentation 
of power accruing: to France, from the acquiſition of the 
Spaniſh part of St. Domingo. N . 

With regard to the 14th Article, Lord Malmefbury purpoſes, 
that after the words Status ante Bellum, ſhould be added, 
& With the exception of the town, fort, and eſtabliſhment of 
the Cape of Good Hope, and of the poſſeſſions which belonged 
to the Dutch before the war in the Hland of Ceylon, and gf 
the town and fort of Cochin, which ſhall be ceded to hi 
2 : Britarnie 


* 


| F 
Britannic Majeſty in exchange for the town of Negapatnam 
and its dependencies.” 5 


. 


i Lord Malmeſbury repeats to the Miniſters Plenipotentiary 
| of the French Republie the aſſurances of his readineſs to 
concur with them in every thing which ſhall depend on him, 
to bring the Negociation to a happy iſſue; and requeſts of them, 
at the ſame time to accept the aſſurances of his high conſideration. 
| (Signed) 6 MALMESBURY.” 
- Liſte, July 8, 1797. 


Th Cl. . 
Tranſlation of a Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to 
1 Lord Malmeſbury, 5 
THE Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic 
have received: the Note which the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of 
his Britannic Majeſty did them the honor of addreſſing to them 
yetterday. They will give to it, as well as to the Project of 
# Treaty to which it relates, the moſt ſerious attention. In 
the mean time, though they are not yet enabled to communi» 
cate to Lord Malmeſbury the remarks to which theſe two 
papers appear to them liable, they think it their duty to pro- 
py to him à conference to-morrow, at one o'clock, if that 
our is agreeable to him, in order to treat with him on dif- 
tinct points, the diſcuſſion of which may be entered upon ſe- 
parately, and which may be proceeded in without delay. =. 
They requeſt Lord Maimeſbury to accept the aflarances of 
heir high conſideration, „„ 
£1 BY 58 (Signed © Eg TourneuRr. / 
- PLEVILLE LE PELLEY.. 
Huus B, MABSET.. 


Rog Lifle, 21 Meſſidor, 
ze Year of the Republic. ED 
CLIP: opp. oo 
; 0 a Corckxx, Sec. Gen. of the Legation. 


3 | (09-19, 1X) cool it. | 
Franſlation of a Note from the French-Plenipotentiaries to 
THE Minifters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic. loſe 
no time in complying with the with expreſſed to them by the 
Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Britannie Majeſty, by tranſ- 
mitting to him a Note on the three points which were the ſub- 
Ject of their conference of this day. | 3 
1. They have poſitive orders to require the renunciation of 

the title of King of France borne by his Britannic Majeſty. 
Tord. Malmeſbury is requeſted to.obſerye, that the. queſtion 


58 


| e 
de not only of a renunciation of the rights which might be pre- 
tended to be derived from this title, but further and formally 
of the title itſelf. The eſtabliſhment of the French Republic, 
and the acknowledgment of this form of Government by the 
King of England, will not allow of his retaining a title which 
would imply the exiſtence in France of an order of things which 
is at an end. . 5 | 
2. The Miniſters| Plenipotentiary of the Republic are or- 
dered to demand the reſtitution of the veſlels taken or deſtroyed 
at Toulon. | ” | 
Great Britain has publicly and formally declared: that. theſe 
veſſels were taken in truſt for the King of France. This 
truſt is ſacred. It inconteſtibly belongs to the Republic, which 
exerciſes the rights and the ſovereignty that Great Britain at- 
tributed to Louis XVII. at the period of the capture of Tou- 
Jon. His Britannic Majeſty. cannot, therefore, in acknowledg- 
ing the French Republic, deny its right to the reſtitution re- 
quired, or refuſe either to make the reſtitution, or to offer an 
equivalent for it. | | . 
3. The Miniſters Plenipotentiary have orders to demand, 
and do demand, the renunciation, on- the part of his Britannic 
Majeſty, of the mortgage on Belgium. 5 5 
That country was mortgaged for the loans made by the 
Emperor in England. It has become an integral part of the 
French Republic, and cannot remain burthened with ſuch a 
mortgage. | e ö 8 
The Minifters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic re- 
queſt Lord Malmeſbury to accept the aſſurance of their high 
conſideration. - Pcs 3 
(Signed) LE TOURNEUR. 
_- PLEVILLE LE PELLEY. 
| __ _ HuGves B. MaRET. 
- Liſle, le 22 Meſſidor, ö N 
3th Year of the Republic. 


{July 10, 1797.) 2 5 


5 | . a (No. 17.) = 2 
Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Grenville to Lord Malmeſ- 
bury, dated Downing Street, July 13, 1797. 
WITH reſpe& to the demands contained in the Note tranſ- 
mitted to your Lordſhip by the French Miniſters, they have 
been naturally received here with great ſurpriſe. On the ſub- 
jJject of the Netherlands as connected with the Auſtrian Loans, 
it is conceived that any explanation between his Majeſty and 


— 


. with whom we are treating. 


to the Projet delivered 


, 


1 5 


che French Government is wholly unneceffary, The Loans 4 


raiſed in England for the ſervice of the Emperor of Germany, 
and guaranteed by Act of Parliament here, reſt, as your Lord- 
ſhip will perceive, by the annexed copy of the Convention on 
that ſubje&t, upon the ſecurity of all the revenues of all the 
hereditary dominions of his Imperial MajeRty. They do not 
ſeem in any manner to come under the deſcription contained in 


the ſixth Article of the Preliminaries between Auſtria and 


France, reſpetting mortgages upon the ſoil of the Netherlands, 


on which ground alone France could have any pretence to in- 


terfere in the buſineſs. Nor is this ſubje& one which appears 
to be in any manner a fit point of diſcuſſion between his Ma- 
jeſty and the Republic; the 

intention of forming any demand on the French Government 
for the payment of any part, either of the Intereſt or Capital of 
thoſe Loans. It is to the Emperor alone that his Majeſty 
looks for the performance of his Imperial Majeſty's engage- 
ments to him; and it is upon the Auſtrian Government, 


King neither forms nor has any 


upon its revenues, that individuals concerned in thoſe loans 


have claims of private right, and means of perſonal demand 
' {ſecured to them by the Convention. ' i | 


On the other two points I have nothing to add to the obſer- 


vations which your Lordſhip has already made upon them: 


and we can therefore only wait with impatience for the anſwer 
bo your Lordſhip, which will enable 
of the Government | 


4 


Right Honourable Lord Malmeſbury. 
ö. 


us to form a judgment on the intentions 


Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Gren- 


ville, dated Lille,” 16th July, 1797. 
IT was at the expreſs invitation of the French Plenipotentia- 


tries that I met them on Thurſday the 14th inſtant; one of 


them ftated their motive for wiſhing to confer with me, not to 


be in conſequence of any anſwer they had received from Paris 


on the ſubject of the projet, which he obſerved could not be ex- 


ed fo ſoon, but to reſume the diſcuſſion on the article which 
ehad objected to on my firſt reading the projet, and on which they 


_ conceived it was poffible and even expedient to argue before we en 


_ tered on the more important branches of the Negociation, It was 


article IT. that he referred to. He objected to the renewal of the 
Treaties therein mentioned from various reaſons ; Firſt, That 


many and even moſt of them were irrelevant to that we were 
no negociating ; Secondly, That they were in contradiction 


to the new order of things eſtabliſhed in France, as they ſeem 
to imply an acknowledgement that a portion of the regal 
1 | AS _ authority 


. 4 .25 HY 
authority is ſtill exiſting 3 Thirdly, That they might be ſuppoſed 
to apply to conventions and ſtipulations, in direct contradiction 
to their preſent form of government, and he quoted the conven- 
tion of Pilnitz in particular. I was about to reply to him, and 
J truſt in a way that would have done away his apprehenſions 
on this point, when another of them interpoſed! by ſaying, That 
their ſincere and only deſire was that the treaty we were now 
entering upon might be ſo framed, as to ſecure permanently 
the object for which it was intended; that no article likely to 
produce this end might he omitted, nor any doubtful one in- 
ſerted: but that the whole, as well with regard to the paſt as 
to the future, might he ſo clearly and dictinctly expreſſed, that no 
room for cavil might be left. This he aſſured me, in the name 
of. his colleagues, was all that was meant hy their objection to 
renew ſo many treaties in which ſuch various intereſts were 
blended, and ſo many points diſcuſſed foreign to the preſent 


moment. Their renewing them in a lump; and without exa- _ 


mining carefully to what we were pledged by them, might in- 
volve us in difficulties much better to be avoided. - T replied, 
that I admitted moſt certainly all he ſaid, and that it was with 
this view and on this principle ſolely that the renewal of theſe 
treaties was propoſed by his Majeſty; and that if he recolle&- 
ed (as he undoubtedly did) the different wars which were ter⸗ 
minated by theſe Treaties, and the many important regulations 
ſtipulated by them he would admit that the allowing them to 
remain in their full force was ſimply an acknowledgment of the 
tenure by which almoſt all the Sovereigns of Europe, and parti- 
cularly the French Republic, held their dominions up to this 
day. That theſe Treaties were become the Ho nations, / 
and that infinite confuſion would reſult from their not being re- 
newed. V 175 LEN #41 MA 
He replied, that their object was evidently the ſame, that 
we only differed as to the manner. I thought the renewing. 
_ theſe Treaties in toto would the beſt contribute to it; while they 
were inclined to think, that extracting from them every thing 
which immediately related to the intereſts of the two countries, 
and ſtating it in one article, was more likely to attain this de- 
ſirable object. The French Miniſter again repeated, that their 
firſt wiſh was, that the Treaty we were now making ſhould be 
clear, diſtinct, ſolid, and laſting, and fuch a one as could not, 
at any future period, be broken throu gh without a manifeſt vi 
olation of good faith. And I again repeated, that nothing could 
be ſo conſonant to my orders, or the intentions of my Royal 
Maſter. SE | 1 mY 4 5 
One of the French Plenipotentiaries was diſpoſed to dwell on 
his objeftions, which were, that theſe Freaties were ſigred 
£29 ? LD hen 
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when France was à monarchy, and that any retroſpect to thoſe 
times implied a ſort of cenſure on their preſent form of govern- 
ment; but this was arguing on ſuch weak ground, and ſo in- 
capable of being ſeriouſly maintained, that I, to avoid fuper- 
fluous contradiction, was very willing to let it paſs unnoticed. 

After a good deal of very conciliatory, and even amicable 
diſcuffion, in which, however, neither party gave much way to 
the other, it was propoſed by them that we ſhould return 
home, to meet again as ſoon as was convenient after an atten- 
tive and deliberate peruſal of theſe Treaties, in order to ſtate 
reſpectively our ideas on this ſubject. I obſerved, that al- 
though I was perfectly prepared to do it at the moment, and 
felt almoſt bold enough to affirm, that no meaſure could be de- 


viſed which would ſo completely meet our intentions as an 


unreſerved renewal of thefe Treaties they heſitated about, yet I 
was very willing to acquieſce in their propoſal, with this ſimple 
obſervation, that if any delay aroſe from it, ſuch delay was im- 
putable to them, and not to me. My words were, Je ne me 
rends pas reſponſable des longueurs dans leſquelles cette diſculſion 
pourruit nous enirainer. The French Miniſter's anſwer was 
i des longuenrs ſervent a determiner des objets qui pourraient 
donner lieu a des querelles a Pawvenir, ce ſera du tems bien em- 


, ploye.”” It was not my wiſh to conteſt this aſſertion, and our 
conference ended with it.“ | | 


: (No. 19) 


Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Gren- 
| ville, dated Liſle, July 16, 1797. | 
ux LORD, | „ 

YESTERDAY at the moment I was preparing to attend the 
conference, in which we were to enter into fuller diſcuſſions on th 
litigated ſubje& of the renewal of the Treaties mentioned in the 
ſecond article of the projet, I received from the French Lega - 
tion the enclofed paper (A). In about an hour I returned the 


encloſed anſwer (B), to which I received the encloſed reply (C); 


and I am this moment come from the conference which has 
taken place in conſequence of it. 

I began by faying, that I had ſolicited this interview from 
the ſame motive which would actuate every part of my con- 
duct; that I wiſhed to make my reports not only correct but 
qc: waged as far as depended on me, and I now was come 


in order if poſſible, to obtain from them ſuch comments and 


explanations on the note they ſent to me yeſterday, as would 
enable me, when I tranſmitted it to my Court, to ſecure the 
Negociation from being interrupted, perhaps abruptly termi- 
nated, by the peruſal of it. If I underſtood it right, * 

: t. 


| „ 

that the Directory requires as a ſine qua non Preliminary, that 
every thing the King has conquered from all and each of his 
enemies ſhould be reſtored, and that till this. reſtoration- was 
conſented to, the Negociation was not even to begin. I ſaid, 
if Las correct in this ſtatement, and the plain ſenſe of the de- 
claration would bear no other interpretation, I muſt add, that 
it would not only moſt certainly prevent the Treaty from be- 
ginning, but would leave no room for treating at all, ſince it 
deprived his Majeſty of every means of negociation; for L 
could not ſuppoſe that it was in their thoughts to intimate that 
the principle of the Treaty, as far as it related to his Majeſty, 
was to be one of all ceſſion and no compenſation, and yet that 
was preciſely the poſition in which his Majeſty was placed by 
their note. es: _ | 
One of. the French Plenipotentiaries, who had let me proceed 
rather reluctantly, here ſtopt me, and ſaid, that he and his 
colleagues were exceedingly, happy that I had expreſſed a wiſh 
to ſee them before I diſpatched: my meſſenger ; that they wiſh- 
ed to aſſure me, that they had thought it dealing fairly and ho- 
yourably, to ſtate what they had received from the Directory in 
the very words in which it came to them; that they ſhould: be 
forry if the declaration they had been directed to make me, 
ſhould be of a nature to interrupt, much leſs to break off, the 
Negociation; that it was the ſincere wiſh of the Directory that 
the Negociat ion ſhould proceed and end ſucceſsfullx; and that, 


far from ſhutting the door to further diſcuſſions, they were per- 


fectly ready to hear any propoſals we had to make, and only 
wuhed that theſe propoſals ſhould be, if poſſible, ſuch as were 
compatible with their moſt ſacred engagements. I repeated 
what I had ſaid, that no door was left open if his Majeſty, was 
in limins to reſtore every thing; and that a Peace on theſe con- 
ditions would not be heard of by the country. Lobſerved, that 
immediately on leaving them, I ſhould diſpatch a meſlenger; 
but what that meſſenger carried would moſt materially affect 
the progrels and iffue of the Negociation ; I therefore deſired to 
know whether, in conſequence of what I had heard from them, 
I might conſider the ſtrict and literal meaning of the declaration 
not to be a decided negative (which it certainly ſeemed to im- 
ply) on all compenſation whatever to be made to his Majeſty, 
but that propoſals tending to this effect would flill be liſtened 
to. One of them anſwered, Certainly, and if they ſhould be 
t found ſuch as it will be impoſſible for us to admit, we will 
* on our fide bring forward others for your Court to deliberate 
* on.” Under this aſſurance, which at leaft, to a certain de- 
gree, qualifies the declaration of yeſterday, 1 broke up the con 
ENCE. | < 
8 D 2 50 Tranflation 
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( 28 ) 
(No. 20. A.) | 
Tranſlation of a Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to Lord 
3 Malmeſbury. | 
THE Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic have 
tranſmitted to their government the project of the Treaty, and 
the Note relating thereto, which were delivered to them the 
20th of the preſent month, by the "Miniſter Plenipotentiary of 
his Britannic Majeſty. 55 1 | 
I hey have juſt received freſh communications and orders, 


which require that they ſhould make the following declaration 


to Lord Malmeſbury. | | | 

There exiſt in the public and ſecret Treaties, by which the 
French Republic is bound to its allies, Spain and the Batavian 
Republic, articles by which the three powers reſpectively gua- 
rantee the territories poſſeſſed by each of them before the war. 

The French government, unable to detach itſelf from the 
engagements which it has contracted by theſe Treaties, efta- 
bliſhes, as an indiſpenſable preliminary of the Negociation'for 
the Peace with England, the content of his Britannic Majeſty 
to the reſtitution of all the poſſeſiions which He occupies, not 
only from the French Republic, but further and formally of 
thoſe of Spain and the Batavian Republic. | | 

In conſequence, the Underſigned Miniſters Plenipotentiary 
requeit Lord wmoenneriry to explain Himielf with regard to this 
reſtitution, and to conſent to it, if he is ſufficiently authorized 
to do ſo; if not, and in the contrary caſe, to {end a meſſenger 
to his Court, in order to procure the neceſſary powers. 

The object of the conference which was to have taken place 
to-day, being neceſſarily delayed by the purport of the above- 
mentioned declaration, the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the 
French Republic have to expreſs to Lord Malmeſbury the re- 
gret they feel in loſing this opportunity of cenveriing together, 
which they had themſelves ſolicited ; but in caſe Lord Malmeſ- 
bury ſhould have any communication to make to them, they 
beg him to believe that they will always be happy to receive 
him, and to liſten to him, whenever he may think it proper. 

They requeſt him, at the ſame time, to accept anew the 
aſſurances of their high confideration. | 

| (Signed) Le Toukx EU. 
PLEVILLE LE PELLE. 
Hucuks B. MARET. 
Liſle, 27 Meſſidor, | | X 
«th Year of the Republic, 
| (July 15, 1797.) | | Fi 

|  -  COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. of the Legation. 


Tranſlation 


i * 


\C 29 0 
1 (No. 21. B.) bY, 
Tranſlation of a Note from Lord Malmeſbury to the French 


Pienipotentiaries. 

THE Miniſter Plenipote tiary of his Britannic Majeſty has 
given the moſt ſerious attention to the note dated this morn- 
ing, which he has received from the Miniſters Plenipotentiary 
of the French Republic. 3 1 

He has no heſitation in declaring to them, that his Inftruc- 
tions by no means avinorize him to admit, as a preliminary 
principle, that which their Declaration ſeems intended to 
eſtabliſh : Neverthelcſs, being perſuaded that it is his firſt duty 
not to give up the hopes of conciliation until he ſhall have ex- 
hauſted every means of obtaining it, and being anxious to 
avoid, in the report which he ſhall have io make to his 
Court, the poſſibility of miſunderſtanding on a ſubje& of ſuch 
importance, he propoſes to them a conference for to morrow, 
at the hour moſt curvenient to them; after which it is his in- 
tention to diipatch a meſſenger to his Court. | 

He requeſts the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republic to accept the aſſurance of his high coniideration. 

h 5 (Signed) Malus BURT. 
Liſle, 1 5th July, 1797. Sy ys 


| (No. 22. 8.) | | f | 
Tranſlation of a Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to 
Lord Maimeſbury. 


THE Minifters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic loſe 
no time in acceding to the defire expreſſed by the Miniſter 
Pl-nipotentiary of his Britannie Majeſty, of conferring with 
eo ws the ſubject of the note which they addrefled to him 
this day. e | ; A. 

They have in conſequence. the honour of propoſing to him 
to meet to-morrow morning at eleven o'clock, at the uſual 
place of conference. 1 3, 

They requeſt him to accept the aſſurances of their high 
_ conſideration. | R „ 2 
9 5 (Signed) LE TouRNevR. 2 
— g Ä LE FILLEY: 

HuGuzes B. MaRET. 
Liſle, the 27th Meſſidor, 
th year of the Republic, 
. 8 5 indiviſible. 
Nu 15, 1797» | | 
= ! £ ö COLCHEN, Sec. Gen, of the Legation. 
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* (No. 23.) 

Copy of a Diſpatch from Lord Grenville to Lord Malmef- 
bury, dated Downing Street, July 20, 1797. 
„„ 7 x | 

YOUR Lordfhip's diſpatches by the meſſenger Dreſſins, were 
received here on the 17th inftant, at night, and J loſt no time 
in receiving his Majeſty's commands on the very important 
ſubject of your letter, No. do | 

I am much concerned to be under the neceſſity of remark- 
ing, that the claim brought forward in the note tranſmitted to 
your Lordſhip by the French Plenipotentiaries, is in itſelf fo 
extravagant, and ſo little to be reconciled either with the for- 
mer profeſſions of thoſe Minifters, or with their conduct in the 
previous ſtages of the Negociation, that it affords the ſtrongeſt 
preſumption of a determination to preclude all means of ac- 
commodation. If ſuch is really the determination of the Di- 
rectory, nothing can remain for this Country, but to perſevere 
in oppoſing, with an energy and ſpirit proportioned to the exi- 
gency, a ſyſtem which mul tend to perpetuate a ftate of war 
and civil tumult in every part of Europe. 2 

'The natural ſtep upon the preſent occaſion would therefore 
have been to direct your Lordſhip to terminate at once a Ne- 
gociation, which, on the footing now propoſed by the enemy, 
affords neither the hope nor the means of any favourable con- 
cluſion. Nothing being left for treaty, where, 2s a prelimi- 
nary ſtep, one party is required to concede every thing, and all 
compenfation from the other is abſolutely and at once pre- 
cluded. His Majeſty's Servants have, however, obſerved, 
that in the conclution of your Lordſhip's conference with the 
French Plenipotentiaries on the ſubject of the note in queſtion, 
the Preſident of that miſſion informed your Lordſhip, that it 
was not intended to reſiſt all compenſation for the immenſe ex- 
tent of reſtitution demanded from his Majeſty, and for the 
other obvious circumſtances of diſadvantage to this country in 
the ſituation of Europe, as reſulting from the war; and even 
added, that he and his colleagues would eventually bring for- 
ward propoſals on this head for the deliberation of the King's 
Government. It appeared poſſible that ſome advantage might 
perhaps ariſe to the great object of Peace, from grounding on 
this declaration a further proceeding, ſuch as might afford to 
the Directory (if they are to diſpoſed) the means of replacing 
the Negociation on a more practicable footing.. With the 
view therefore of leaving nothing untried which can contri- 
bute to reſtore Peace on any ſuitable terms, his Majeſty has 
been pleaſed to direct that your Lordſhip ſhould for that 5 


3 | 
poſe aſk another conference with the French Plenipotentiaries. 
In this conference your Lordſhip will remark, in ſuch terms as 
the occafton muſt naturally fuggeſt to you, upon the indefenfi- 
ble ſpirit and tendency of the demand now made by France. 
You will obferve that France, treating in conjunction with her 
allies, and, in their name, cannot with any pretence of juſtneſs 
and fairneſs, oppoſe her treaties with them as an obftacle in 
the way of any reaſonable propoſal of Peace in which they are 
to be included. In a ſeparate Negociation, to which they 
were not parties, ſuch a plea might, perhaps, have been 
urged ; but in that caſe France would have been bound te 
offer, from her own means, that compenſation which ſhe did 
not think herſelf at liberty to engage to obtain from her Allies. 
And ſuch was, in fact, as your Lordſhip muft remember, the 
rinciple on which his Majeſty offered to treat laſt year, when 
L was really bound, by engagements to Auſtria, ſimilar to 
thoſe which are now alledged by France. But it never can be 
allowed that France, Spain, and Holland, negociating joint! 
for a Peace with Great Britain, can ſet up, as a bar to our ju 
demands, the 'treaties between themſelves, from which they 
are at once able to releaſe each other whenever they think fit. 
You will further remark, that even if, contrary to all re& 
ſon, ſuch a principle could for a moment have been admitted 
on our part, ſtill even that principle, inadmiſſible as it is, 
could only apply to public treaties, known to thoſe who agreed 
to be governed by them, and not to ſecret articles, unknown 
even to the French Plenipotentiaries, or concealed by one of 
them from the knowledge of the others. LC 
You will add in explicit, though not offenſive terms, that 
the whole of this pretence now ſet up by France is inconteſta- 
_ bly frivolous and illuſory ; being grounded on a ſuppoſition of 
a ſtate of things directly contrary to that which is known really 
to exiſt: It being perfectly notorious that both Spain and 
Holland, fo far from wiſhing to continue the war, were com- 
pelled by France to engage in it, greatly againſt their own 
wiſhes ; and to undertake, without the means of ſupporting 
it, a conteſt in which they had nothing to gain, and every 
thing to loſe. It never therefore can be allowed to be a quet- 
tion of any poſſible doubt, but that the Directory, if they 
really wiſh it, muſt already have obtained, or could at any 
moment obtain, the conſent of thoſe powers to ſuch terms of 
Peace as have been propoſed by this Majeſty. If, however, 
France, from any motive of intereſt or engagement, is in truth _ 
deſirous to procure for them the reſtitution of poſſeſſions which 
they were unable to defend, and have no means to reconquer, _ 
the project delivered by your Lordſhip afforded an 8 for 
2 5 18 3 
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this; thoſe articles having been ſo drawn as. to leave it ta 
France to provide a compenſation to his Majeſty, either out 


of her own colonies, or out of thoſe of her allies, reſpectively 


conquered by his Majeſty's arms. The choice beiween theſe 
alternatives may be left to the Directory; bur to refuſe both 
is, in other words, to refuſe all compenſation. This is ne- 
vertheleſs expreſsly declared not to be the intention of thoſe 
with whom you treat. It is therefore neceſſary that your 
Lordſhip ſhould demand from them a ſtatement of the propo- 
fals which, as they informed you, they have to make, in order 
to do away this apparent contradiction, which the King's ſer- 
vants are wholly unable to reconcile by any ſuggeſtion of theus, 
even if it were fitting and reaſonable for them to bring for- 
ward any new propoſals immediately after the detailed project 
which was delivered on the part of this country at the outſet 
of the Negociation. | | 

Since that project is not acceded to, we have evidently, and 
on every ground, a right to expect a counter project, equally 
full and explicit on the part of the enemy. You will therefore 
Kate to the French Miniſters diſtinctly, that the only hope of 
bringing this buſineſs to a favourable concluſion, is by their 
Rating at once plainly, and without reſerve, the whole of 
what they have to aſk, inſtead of bringing forward ſeparate 
points one after the other, not only contrary to the avowed 


principle of the Negociation propoſed. by themſelves, but, as it 
appears, even contrary to the expectation of the Miniſters _ 


themſelves who are employed on the part of France. There 


can be no pretence for refuſing a compliance with this de- 
mand, if the Pleniputentiarics of France are 1 ai to for- 
ward the obje& of Peace: And the obtaining ſuch a ſtate- 


ment from them is, as I have before ſtated to your Lord- 
ſhip, a point of ſo much importance, in any courſe which this 
Negociation may take, that it is the King's pleaſure that your 


Lordſhip ſhould uſe every poſlible endeavour to prevent their 


eluding ſo juſt a demand. 


After what has paſſed, it is, I fear, very doubtful whether 


ſuch a counter project would be framed on principles ſuch as 
could be admitted here; but it would at all events place the 
buſineſs on its real iſſue, and bring diſtinctly into queſtion 
the ſeveral points on which the concluſion of Peace, or the 


_ prolongation of war, will really depend. 


I am, &c. | T0, << 
(Signed) GREN VILLE. 
Right Honourable Lord Malmeſbury. N 
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(No. 24.) 1 
Copy of a Diſpatch from Lord Grenville to Lord Malmeſ- 
= bury, dated Downing Street, July 20, 1797. 


MY LORD, N | 
THERE are two ſeparate points on which it is neceſſary for 
me to ſay a few words to your Lordſhip, in addition to the 
inſtructions in my other diſpatch, on the general ſubje& of 
the Negociation. | . e Or TSEN) ON 

The firſt relates to the aſſertion of one of the French Mi- 
niſters, that the Portugueze ſhips and troops were at Toulon. 
The fact is very immaterial as to any concluſion that could be 
drawn from it, to affect the ſituation or juſt claims of the 
Court of Liſbon; becauſe your Lordſhip well knows, that it 
is a principle univerſally recognized in the public law of Eu- 
rope, that when one of the parties, in a defenſive alliance, 
furniſhes to his ally the ſtipulated ſuccours, thoſe ſugcoups re- 
main entirely at the diſpoſal of the requiring party to be em- 
ployed wherever he ſhall judge proper, ſubject only to the limi- 
tations of the treaty which before exiſted ; and if the amount 
of thoſe ſuccours is not encreaſed beyond that engaged fer, 
nor the means of uſing them extended by new facilities, the 
party furniſhing the ſtipulated aſſiſtance is not underſtood te 
violate the laws of neutrality. 8 Tas, 

But the fact, in this caſe, would not bear out the aſſertion, 
even if the argument to be drawn from it were more conclu=- 
ſive. The troops of her moſt faithful Majeſty having been, 
as I apprehend, no otherwiſe employed than in the two cam- 
paigns carried on by land, upon the ſouthern part of the 
frontiers of France and Spain. | 
The other point relates to what was ſaid to your Lord- 
ſhip about the treaty of Pilnitz. It would certainly not re- 
quire much argument to prove that the renewal of ſeveral 
treaties enumerated by name and date, and the lateſt of which 
was concluded in 1783, does not imply a renewal of another 
treaty ſuppoſed tobe concluded in 1791. But what is more 


42” 


material to the preſent caſe is, that your Lordſhip ſhould take 


this opportunity to explain, in the moſt diſtin. and unequi- 
vocal terms, that if any ſecret treaty was in fact concluded at 
the interview at Pilnetz, between the late Emperor and the 
King of Pruſſia, (which is, to tay the leaſt, very doubtful in 


point of fact) this at leaſt is certain, that his Majeſty was 


no party to ſuch treaty ; and not only was not then included 
in it, but has never fince adhered to it, nor even been ap- 
prized of its contents. The public Declaration which was 
made at that interview, ſhews- on the face of it that his. 22-0 
| Jen 


(n) 

jeſty was no party to it; and it is, indeed, notorious that it 
applied to circumſtances which were done away long before the 
war broke out between Auſtria and France, and that the ſub- 
ſequent Negociations for the maintenance of Peace between 
thoſe powers turned on points wholly diſtin from thoſe ſup- 
poſrd to have been referred to in the pretended Treaty of Pil - 
nitz. 9 

Fhis explanation, however little connected with the preſent 


Negociation, ſeems to be called for by the alluhon made to 


you upon the ſubject : and, indeed, on a point on which ſo 
much miſrepreſentation has prevailed, it is uſeful not to omit. 
the opportunity of ſtating the facts as they really are. 

F< , | | -& am, &c. 

; ; (Signed) GRENVILLE, 

Right Honourable Lord Malmeſbury. 
(No. 25.) 
Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Gren- 
ville, 25th July, 1797. 5 


MY LORD, 


1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge your Lordſhip's Dit 


patches, No. 19 and 20, of the 20th inſt. which were deli- 


vered to me on Saturday the 22d inſt; by the Meſſenger Major. 


It was impoſſible that the claim brought forward in the 


Note inclofed in my No. 9, could have produced on your 
Lordſhip's mind any impreſſion. different from that which you 
deſcribe, and I am happy to find that the conduct I obſerved, 
when it was firſt delivered to me, was ſuch as put it in my 
power to execute with great conſiſtency the ſpirited inſtruc- 
tions your Lordſhip now {ends me. 

Immediately on the arrival of the meſſenger; I propoſed an 
interview with the French Plenipotentiaries, and we met on 


Sunday the 23d, at one P. M. 
I could not obey bis Majeſty's orders in a manner more 


likely to command attention, and to impreſs thoſe who heard 


me with a juſt ſenſe of the mixture of firmneſs and moderation 
with which bis Majeſty was pleaſed to conduct this important 
Negoc iation, than by employing not only the ſubſtance, but as 
far as was practicable in converſation, the very words of 
your Lordſhip's Diſpatch, No. 19; and if I ſhould attempt to 
relate minutely what I myſelf ſaid in this conference, it 
would in fact be little more than a repetition of them. 


J began by obſerving, that I was certain the French Pleni- 


potentiaries muſt be fully prepared for what I now had it in 
command to ſay. I reminded them that I had taken upon me 


to affirm when we were laſt aflembled,. and immediately 1 
ore 


„ 

fore T diſpatched my meſſenger, that the requiring ſuch a Pre- 
liminary as that propoſed in the Note, was putting an end at 
once to all Negociation, and that I was ſure Peace on ſuch 
terms would not be heard of; that the orders I was then about 
to communicate to them would prove that I had not made 
this aſſertion lightly, or in eonſequence of any haſty opinion 
of my own, at the ſame time that it would alſo appear that 
my Royal Maſter was as anxiouſly and as ſincerely inclined to 
liſten to all reaſonable and admiſſible conditions, as he was 
determined to repel and reject all ſuch as were of an oppoſite 
deſcription, I then, my Lord, took up my arguments on 
the preciſe grounds ſet forth in your Lordſhip's No. 19. I 
neither omitted any thing, nor inſerted any thing of my own, 
which could at all alter its ſpirit ; and I only varied from the 
Letter inaſmuch as was neceſſary to make it applicable to a 
conference. 5 : | | 

My firſt object, was to tate, in as forcible a way as poſſible, 
the utter inadmiſſibility of the pretenſion ſet forth in the Note, 
the frivolous and illuſory reaſons alledged for bringing it for- 
ward, and I obſerved that, if it was perſevered in, it muſt 
lead to this neceſſary concluſion, that there did exiſt when it 
was framed an intention on the part of the Directory to break 
off the Negociation in the outlet. My fecond object, in 
point of reaſoning, though a very primary one in point of 


importance, was either to prevent the Negociation breaking off 
at all, or if this was not to be prevented, to endeavour to be 


ſo clear and explicit in my language, and to draw the line ſo 
diſtinctly between ſuch facrifices as his Majeſty might be in- 
clined to make in order to reſtore ſo great a bleſſing as Peace, 
and thoſe to which the dignity of his crown and intereſt of his 
ſubjects would never allow him to attend, as to make it im- 
poſſible that by any future cavil or ſubterfuge the interruption of 
the Treaty, if unfortunately it ſhould be interrupted, could 
be imputed to any other cauſe than the exorbitant demands 
of the French Government; and the better to inſure this pur- 
poſe, I explained to them that his Majeſty having already in a 
detailed Projet ſtated freely and fully his conditions, and theſe 
conditions having been at once rejected by a ſweeping claim on 
the part of the French Government, it was not fitting or rea- 


ſonable, neither could it be expected that any new propoſals 


Mould originate with his Majeſty: and that on every ground 
the King had a right to expect a Contre-Prajet from them, 
ſtating at once plainly and without reſerve the whole of what 
they had to aſk, inſtead of bringing forward ſeparate points, 
one aſter another, directly contrary to the principle on which 
we had agreed to begin the Negociation, and which, from their 


being 
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being inſulated, could only tend to protract and impede its 
progreſs. 2 | 2 . 
On the firſt point, on the inadmiſſibility of the preliminary 
conditions as propoted by the French Government, one of the 
French Plenipotentiaries ſaid, it was impoſſible for them to do 
more than to take it for reference, that the inſtructions they 
"had received when the Directory fent them the Note, were pre- 
ciſe and poſitive, and that they had received none ſince. He 
therefore had on that point ſimply to requeſt of me, that I 
would ftate in writing the ſeveral grounds on which his Majeſ- 
ty rejected this propoſition, in order that the report tranſ- 


mitted by them to the Directory might be correct; and he aſ- 


ſured me, that if I did not think it proper to put in writing 
all the arguments I had uſed to them in the conference, they 
would have no ſcruple of employing thoſe I omitted in ſuch a 
way as was the beſt calculated to give them weight, and to uſe 
the French Miniſter's own expreſſion, to place the Negociation 
once more on its legs. 1 | 

In regard to the ſecond point, he had no heſitation in agree- 
ing with me, that the beſt method, and indeed the only one, 
which could accelerate the whole of the buſineſs, was for 
them to give in a Countre-Projet, neither did he attempt to 
diſprove our perfect right to expect one from them before we 
made any new prop0ſals- But he ſaid, that it was not neceſ- 
fary for him to obſerve that as long as they were bound by 
their inſtructions not to give way on the propoſition I had now 
fo decidedly rejected, that it was impoſſible for them to move 
a ſtep without new orders from the Directory; that they 
would aſk for theſe orders immediately, and''lole no time in 
acquainting me when they were received. 5 

Jobſerved, that in our laſt conference he had intimated to 
me they were empowered to come to ſome explanation with 
me on the ſubje& of compenſation to be made to his Majeſty 
for the great ceſſions he was diſpoſed to make; that, at the 
time, I conceĩved theſe explanations were of a nature to qua- 
lify the wide claim ſtated in the Note, and that if I had ab- 
ſtained from preſſing him further at the moment, it was from 
perceiving a reluctance on their part to bring them forward: 
that, however, if they really had ſuch propoſals to make 
me, and if they were of a nature to meet in ſubſtance and ef- 
fect the baſis laid down in the Projet I had given, I ſhould be 
well diſpoſed to liſten to them. A | 
One of the French Miniſters, after ſome hefitation, and a 
ſort of filent reference to one of his Colleagues, ſaid, he 
thought, as matters now ſtood, it would be much better to 
wait their, anſwer from Paris: that it was a . 
' 4 5 Peri 5 


„„ 
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period, a crifis in the Negociation, the reſult of which proba- 
bly would be concluſive as to its fate, and that it ſeemed to be 
of more conſequence to make this reſult as conformable to 
what he hoped I was convinced were as much their wiſhes as 
mine, than to waſte our time in diſcuſſions which were uſeleſs, 
not to fay more, till this was aſcertained, | 

IT confined myſcli in my reply to faying, I had no objec- 
tion whatever to giving to the French Plegtpotertianies a pa- 
per, ſtating the ſtrong motives on which his Majeſty rejected 

the propoſition made in their Note of the x5th; and that as I, 
on my part, had conlidered it a duty to make my reports as 
conciliatory as was conſiſtent with truth and correQneis, ſo I 
heard with great pleaſure the aſſurances he gave me of their 
intending to obſerve the ſame line of conduct. 

That as we ſeemed perfectly agreed as to the propriety of 
their producing a Contre-Projet, I had nothing to ſay on that 
point, except to exprels my moſt fincere wiſh that it would 
foon appear, and when it did appear, be ſuch a one ag would 
lead to a fpeedy and ſatisfactory concluſion of the Negociations 

Right Hon, Lord Grenville. | | | 


r 15 
Tranſlation of a Note from Lord Malmeſbury to the French 
| Pleniputentiaries. 7; | 
THE Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Pritannic Majeſ- 
ty has tranſmitted to his Court the Note which was delivered 
to him the 15th. of this month, by the Minifters Plenipoten- 
tiary of the French Republic; and having received the orders 
of the King his Matter, on this fubiect, he haſtens to repeat to 
them, in writing, contermabiy to the dehre which they have 
expreſſed to him, the following reflections, which he had already 
ſtated to them verbally, in conſequence of his moſt poſitive 
inſtructions, | #2 
He obſerves, in the firſt place, that to require “ as an in 
© difpenſable Preliminary of Negoeiation for Peace with Eng 
& land, the conſent of his Britannic Majeſty to the forma 
© reititution of all the poſſeſſions which he occupies, as wel 
© thoſe of the French Republic, as further and ſormally tho e 
of Spain and the Batavian Republic,” is to with to eſtab- 
liſh a previous condition, which excludes all reciprocity, ie- 
fuſes to the King all compenſation, and leaves no object of ul- 
terior Negociation. Re, | 
That the French Republic, formally authorized hy its Allies 
to negociate the articles of Peace in their name, cannot fairly 
let up its partial Treaties with them, in oppoſition to * 
: „ ab 


0 
5 ſ 


p__ hk * 0 
= 

2 *, af 
— — 
P — RE 


— 
— 
_ 


33 38 0 


able propoſals of Peace, ſince it is univerſally underſtood that 


the contracting parties always preſerve the power to modify, 
by mutual conſent, the conditions by which they may be en- 
gaged to each other, whenever their common intereſts may re- 


quire it: conſequently, the propoſition made to the King of 
a general and gratuitous reſtitution as an indiſpentable 
preliminary, would neceſſarily impute to his Catholic Majeſty, 
and to the Batavian Republic, diſpoſitions far Jeſs pacific than 
thoſe which animate the French Republic. | 

That moreover, in conſequence of what. paſſed in the firft 
conferences, Lord Malmeſbury has always thought himſelf en- 
titled to expect that the King his maſter would find a compen- 
ſation for the ſacrifices he was ready to make for Peace, by re- 
taining a part of his conqueſts; and he was the leſs able to 
foreſee any obſtacle, on account of the ſecret articles of the trea- 
ties which bind the French Republic, as the principle of com- 
penſation was acknowledged by a formal and poſitive Declara- 
tion, made in the name of the Executive Directory, and cem- 
municated in an Official Note, dated the 27th of November 
1796; a-. declaration, poſterior to the completion of thoſe 
treaties. | | | 

It was, therefore, in order to remove, as much as poſſible, 
every difficulty that, in the project of a Treaty, which Lord 
Malmeſbury has delivered to the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of 


the French Republic, the alternative was left to France to ſet- 


tle this compenſation on its own poſſeſſions, or on thoſe of its 
Allies: but the abſolute refuſal of this alternative appears to do 
away the only poſſible means of conciliating every intereſt, and 
of arriving at an honourable, juſt, and permanent Peace. 

Lord Malmeſbury, perſuaded that ſuch cannot be the inten- 
tion of the French Government, hopes, that in conſequence of 
the reaſons herein ſtated, a condition will not be inſiſted upon, 
to which his Britannic Majeſty can by no means conſent. 

He again requeſts the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republic to accept the aſſurances of his high conſideration. 

(Signed) MALMESBUA TL. 

Liſle, 24th July, 1797. | | 

(No. 25.) 

Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Grenville, 
dated Lifle, Sunday Augult 6th, 1797. | 

I FULLY expected, when I received the incloſed Note on 


Friday, that the conference propoſed was to acquaint me with 
the inſtructions the French Plenipotentiaries had received from 


the 


{£38 +] 


the Directory, on the Note I had given in near a fortnight ago, 
as an anſwer to that in which the reſtitution of the whole of 
his Majeſty's conqueſts from each of his enemies is required 
4s an indiſpenſible Preliminary to all Negociation. 

I Awas therefore ſurprized and diſappointed, when J had taken 
my place at the conference, to hear from the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries that the letters they had received that morning from 
Paris did not bring any ſpecific reply to my laſt note, but 
only went to inform them that the Directory had taken the 
ſubje& into their moſt ſerious conſideration, and would ac- 
quaint them as ſoon as poſſible with the reſult. 

I could not avoid expreſſing my concern and ſurpriſe that 
there exiſted any heſitation whatever in the mind of the Direc- 
tory on a point, which, although a very important, was cer- 
tainly a very funple one: That to allow it to remain in doubt 
whether his Majeſty was to have any compenſation or not, was 
in other words to leave it in doubt whether the Directory ſin- 
cerely meant Peace or not: —and that, although I was very far 
from wiſhing for any improper haſte, or not to move in a mat- 
ter of ſuch magnitude with becoming prudence and celiberation, 
yet I could not forbear lamenting that more than a month had 
now elapſed without our having advanced a fingle ſtep, not- 
withſtanding his Majeſty had, in the very outlet of the Nego- 
ciation, manifeſted a moderation and forbearance unprecedented 
under ſimilar cireumſtances:— That anxious as I was not to 

rejudice it by any repreſentations of mine, I mult ſay, this de- 
ay placed me in a very aukward poſition, as I really did not 
| perceive how I could account for it in a way at all ſatisfac 
tory, at the ſame time that it was quite impoſſible for me to 
fuffer a longer ſpace of time to paſs over without writing to 
my Court. 3 | Op 

One of the French Plenipotentiaries expreſſed his earneſt wiſh, 
that I would write immediately; ke was confident this delay 
would be ſeen in its true light; and added, © $7 nous 
2 avangons pas a pas de Geatt, j eſpere que nous marchons d'un 
Pas ſur.—And another of them repeated this phraſe. 5 

I expreſſed my ſincere hope this might be the caſe, but it 
would have been much better proved by the communication 
of the Counter Project they had in a manner pledged themſelves 
to procure, than by vague and any indeterminate aſſurances 
of what might poſſibly be the reſult of the preſent ſuſpenſion 
of all bufineis. They obſerved to me, that the Counter Pro- 
je& would of courſe be (virtually & contained in their next 
inſtructions, and that their only motive for wiſhing to fee me 
was, to convince me that this delay had neither originated with 
Ks "A 3 e Wn. 


f\ 49 ) ; 
them, nor been occaſioned at Paris by any want of attention te 
this important buſineſs, or from any cauſe not immediately and 
cloſely connected with it, Eg 

T deſired to know from them when they thought it probable 
they ſhoulkl receive pohtive and explicit inftkructions, whether 
in three, four, or five days ?—They faid, it would be pro- 
bably eignt or ten. And one of them obſerved, that as our 
not meeting more frequently gave rile to many idle rumours 
and falte reports, he would propoſe to me, it I had no ob- 
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[i jection, to meet every other day at two o'clock ;—that it was , 
15 very poſſible that in our next two or three meetings we might 

0 have nothing material to ſay, but that we ſhould get better ac- 

1 quainied with each other, and in our converſations mutually, 

0 ssen ideas which might be of uſe. I readily conſented to 

. this. | 

i I had a conference again this morning. As I was very de- 

„ firous of being enabled to tranſmit to your Lordſhip ſome , 
1 ql more ſatis factory accounts as to the motives of this delay, I 
314 again prefied the French Plenipotentiaries on this point. 
| Fi They each of them repeated what they had faid before; 

5 and on my endcavouring to make them feel how impoſſible it 
ir was that his Majeſty ſhould not be hurt at this demur on lo very 

0 ample a point, ane of them ſaid, you ought to avgur fa- . 

thy vourably from it; your note was a refulal to agree to what 


was ated by the Directory in their inſtructions to us 4s a fine. 
gquæ nom: —TIt the Pirectory were determined to perſiſt in this 
fine qua nin, they would have aid ſo at once“ Fe wus afure 
quit nous auroit promptement renvoye le Csurier, were his 
words: — I be time they take to deliberate indicates be- 
vond a doubt that they are looking for ſome temperament, 
and it ſcarce can be doubted that one will be found. I ſaid I 
was well pleaſed to hear him ſay this; but that ſtill he muſt be 
aware that it would not be an eaſy tafk for me to make my dil- 

patches to-day either intereiting or ſatis factor 
Another of the French Miniſters ſaid that he really believed 
that this would be the only great impediment we ſhould have 
to encounter, that every thing would goon quickly and ſmooth- 
ly, and that I muſt admit the preſent to be a very important 
and difficult point in the Negociation. I agreed with him en- 
tirely as to its importance, but could not acquieſce as to its 

difficulty. | „ | | 
I am very ſorry, my Lord, that in ſuch a moment, and after 

waiting ſo long, I ſhould not be able to lend you more explieit 
and decinve aſſurances; but it is not in my power to compel 
the French Negociators to move on ſaſter. Al I can do is by, 
5 | my 


Gn 
my conduct and language to take care that no part whatever 
of the imputation of delay ſhould attach to me. I have, at 
every conference I have held, always declared my readineſs to 
proceed, and I ſhall not fail to repeat this every time we meet. 


— 


(No. 28.) 


Tranſlation of a Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to 
| Lord Malmeſbury. 


THE Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic will 
be happy to have an opportunity of converſing for a few mi- 
nutes with Lord Malmeſbury ; and they have in conſequence 
the honour of propoſing to him to meet them at two o'clock 
to-day, or at any other hour which may be more convenient to 
him, and which he will have the goodneſs to appoint. -5 

They renew, with pleaſure, to Lord Malmeſbury the affur- 
ances of their high conſideration. 7 

| : (Signed) LE ToURNEUR, 

| Hucuts B. MARET. 
Liſle, 17 Thermidor, | | | 
5th Year of the Republic., 
(Augult 4, 1797.) | 
COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. of the Legation 

of the Republic. 
(Aug. 4, 1797+) 

OS, (No. 29.) CE 
Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Gren- 

ville, dated Lifle, Auguſt 14, 1797. LE 

My Lord, 

IN conſequence of the refolution we had come to, to meet on 
the days of the arrival of the p { from Paris, our conferences 
for this laſt week have taken piace regularly every other morn- 
ing, except on Thuriday the roth of Auguſt, which being the 
anniverſary of one of their national feſtivals, the French. Lega- 
tion could not attend. x „„ 

T have in mine, No. 17, given your Lordſhip an account of 
every thing which paſled in theſe Conferences, up to that of the 
6th., On the 8th nothing was ſaid at all worth tranſmitting, 
except an intimation flung out by oze of the French Plenipoten- 
tiaries, that it would be neceſſary to take into conſideration 
the rights of neutral Nations on this occaſion. But as he ſpoke 
very vaguely, and in general terms, I did not chooſe to preſs 

him tor an explanation, as I conſider it more judicious to avoid 
woot, on EM N diſcuſſions 
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diſcuſſions on ſeparate and collateral points, and not to enter 
into Negociation till the whole can be brought under delibe- 
rape at once... . 

What paſſed on the 12th was rather more intereſting. The 
return of Mr. Weſley afforded me a very natural opportunity 
of expreſſing the impatience with which an anſwer to my laſt 
note was expected by my Court; that three weeks had now 
elapſed ſince its e and that although I by no means 
wiſhed to inſmuate that due attention had not been paid to fo 
vervimportant a ſubject as that on which we were treating, yet I 
could not but greatly lament, that day after day ſhould be al- 
lowed to paſs away without our proceeding at all in the great 
buſineſs for which we were met. One of the French Miniſters 
ſaid, that it was impoſſible I could lament this delay more than 
they hid ; that they had already declared to me that it was oc- 
caſioned by a wiſh not to create but to remove difficulties; and 
they could afſure me poſitively, that the French Government 
had no other object in view, and that I ſhould find, when once 

we began fairly to negociate, we ſhould proceed very rapidly. 

I replied it was indeed very material to make good the time 
we had loſt. The Freach Miniſter anſwered you would not 
call it time loſt if you knew how it was, employed. On my 
expreſſing, by my manner, a wiſh to be informed, he went on, 
by ſaying, we will not ſcruple to tell you, though we feel we 
ought not yet to do it officially, that we are conſulting with 
our Allies; that we, have communicated to them all that has 


paſſed here; we have ſtated that, unleſs they mean to continue 


the war, they muſt releaſe us from our engagements, and enable 
us, to a certain degree, to meet your propoſals. 

The conference of to day is this moment over. One of 
the French Plenipotent:aries informed me, that he- had received. 
this morning a letter from the Preſident of the Directory, 


aſſuring him that in four or five days they would receive their 
final inſtructions; and he added of himſelf; that he truſted 


theſe would be ſuch as would enable us to continue our work 
without any further interruption. I ſaid, I hoped theſe in- 
ſtructions would be in ſubſtance. a Counter Project, as I did 
not ſee how any thing ſhort of one could enable us to proceed 
fo rapidly as he deſcribed. He agreed with me entirely, and 


aſſured me, that both he and his colleagues had repeatedly ſtated 


the neceſſity of a Counter Project being ſent them; and he ob- 
ferved, that he really thought the French Government might 
have foreſeen every thing which had paſſed, and been prepared 
with one; and that this would have ſaved a great deal of 
valuable time. As I could not myſelf have ſaid more, I rea- 


dily gave a full afſent to what I heard. | (No. - 


7 
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; (No. 30.) 


Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Grenville to Lord Malmeſ- 
| _ bury, dated Downing-ſtreet, Aug. 19, 1797. 


AN expreſſion mentioned in one of your Lordſhip's laſt diſ- 
patches to have fallen from one of the French Plenipotentiaries, 
leads to the preſumption that it is intended, on the part of 
France to bring forward ſome propoſal about the navigation of 
neutral Powers in time of war, Your Lordfhip will beſt 
judge of the proper opportunity of expreſſing his Majeſty's de- 
cided and unalterable refolution on this point, not to admit of 
any propoſal for treating with his enemies on the ſubject of 
the rights or claims of neutral Powers, | 

The only other remark with which I have to trouble your 


\ Lordſhip by this meſſenger, relates to an expreſſion in the late 
Meſſage of the Directory to the Council of Five Hundred, 


which, if literally taken, conveys an accuſation againſt his 
Majeſty's Government, that ſome delay has ariſen on the part 
ef this country in the Negociations at Liſle. This is ſo avow- 
edly contrary to the fact, that it muſt be conſidered as impoſſible 
that ſuch a charge could be intended to be made by a Govern=- 

ment which had at that moment delayed for three weeks 
making any anſwer to his Majeſty's diftin& and liberal propo- 
{als of Peace, and whoſe Plenipotentiaries were daily apologiz- 
ing to your Lordſhip for this unbecoming, and as they almoſt 
confeſs, unaccountable delay; but as the point is too important 
to be left unnoticed, it is the King's pleaſure that your Lord- 
ſhip ſhould preſent a note, remarking upon. the ſenſe to which 
thete words are liable, expreſſing your perſuaſion that ſuch can- 
not be the intention with which they were uſed, but aſking on 


the part of your Court an explanation to that effect, which 


cannot be refuſed without a violation of every thing which 7 


truth and juſtice require on ſuch an occaſion. * 


„ | 
Tranſlation of an Extract from the Meſſage of the French 
Directory to the Council of Five Hundred, Aug. 9, 1797. 


IN ſhort, this cauſe is in the ſame deſpondency in which all 
good Citizens, and particularly the defenders of the country 
are, at ſeeing deferred at the very moment when its conclu- 
fon was thought to be near at hand, and after having bought 
it with ſo much blood and fo much ſuffering—a definitive 


Peace, which the heads of the vanquiſhed coalition at m__ 


ſolicited in good earneſt, when its concluſion was expected, 
and which a Government, friendly to "humanity, were till. 
„„ more 


# 
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more earneſt to conciude : when. all on a ſudden, buoyed up 
with new hopes, reckoning upon a general diſſclution of the 
Government by the failing of its finances, upon its deſtruction, 
upon the death or baniſhment of its braveſt Generals, and upon 
the diſperſion and loſs of its armies, theſe very fame coaleſced 
Powers have thrown as much delay into the Negociations, as 


they had ſhewn anxiety to bring them to an end. 


(No. 32.) 


Copy of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Grenville, 


dated Liſle, Auguſt 22, 1797. 


MY LORD, 
IN my conference of this morning, I took an opportunity 
of remarking to the French Plenipotentiaries on the very unfair 
and extraordinary aſſertion which had appeared in the meſſage 
of the gth inſtant, from the Directory to the Council of Five 
Hundred, viz. que les Puifſances coaliſtes ont mis autant de 
&« Lenteur dans les Negocaations, qu'elles avoent montre de 
& Ardeur four les terminer.” I obſerved to them, that I had 


orders from my Court to aſk a preciſe explanation, whether 


this accuſation of delay was meant to apply to the manner in 
which his Majeſty had conducted the Negociation at Liſle, and 


if it was fo meant, to declare that no accuſation. was ever 


more deftitute of foundation, nor a'wider deviation from the 
real fact. I ſaid I was perfectly ready to abide by their deter- 
mination on this point, convinced that it was impoſſible for 
them not to acknowledge that the delay (if there had been 
any blameable delay) reſted with the French Government and 


not with his Majeſty. The French Plenipotentiaries admitted 


this to be moſt ſtrictly true; that the phraſe I had quoted was 


an ill judged one, and mal redzgee ; but that it could not in 
any point of view whatever be conſtrued as applying to Eng- 


land ; and they were ready to ſay, that when it was written, 
the Directory alluded ſolely to the Court of Vienna; that they 
could aſſure me they had been very faithful in their reports, 


and that when they ſaid this it was ſaying in other words that 


I had carried on the Negociation with as much expedition as 
poſſible, and that if it had proceeded flowly for this laſt month, 
the ſlowneſs aroſe on their ſide and not on mine. Ok | 

I ſaid I could not for an inſtant call in queſtion their feelings 
on this point; it was the inſinuation conveyed in the meſſage, 


and which had gone over Europe, that it was neceſſary for me 
to clear up, and to know whether the Directory thought and 
felt as they did. One of the French Miniſters, with very 
firong expreſſions, aſſured me the Directory certainly did not 


think 
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think and feel like them; that no unfair or inſidious allufon 
was meant, and added, ** gue ce Meſſage etoit fait pour ſtimuler 
ies Gonfeils,” I went on by obſerving it was very eſſential 
for me to have this fully explained, and that I ſhould give 
them in a Note to this effect; they requeſted I would not, it 
would lead to diſagreeable diſcuſſions, and would not anfwer 
the end I propoſed. They would take upon themfelves an 
to aſſure me in the name of the Directory, that nothing at all 
ſimilar to the conſtruction I put on the phraſe was intended, 
aud that as ſoon as they could receive an anſwer to the report 
they ſhould make of to day's converſation, they would ſay 
the ſame from the Directory itſelf. | . 

I hope, my Lord, I have, therefore, by obtaining this 
very preciſe and formal diſavowal of an intention to fix any im- 
putation of delay on his Majeſty's Government, fulfilled the 
object of my inftructions on this particular point. If when 
the French Plenipotentiaries ſpeak from the Directory the-dif» 
avowal ſhould not be equally ſatisfactory and complete, I then 
way not fail, according to your Lordſhip's order, to give in a 

ote, i J | | 
3 I have the honour to be, &. 
| / (Signed MaLMESBURY. 
Right Honourable Lord Grenville, | 


| Ne. 33.) 1 
Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Gren- 
ville, dated Lifle, Aug. 22, 1797. | 1 
THE four conferences I have held with the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries, ſince I laſt wrote to your Lordſhip on the 14th in- 
3 will not, Clear, furniſh very intereſting materials for a 
Our conference of this morning was principally employed 
in what I have related in my other diſpatch ; but the French 
Plenipotentiaries aſſured me, that by Thurſday, or at the lateſt 
by Saturday, they expected to receive their long expected 


meſſenger. 
(No. 34.) 


Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Gren- 
ville, dated Liſle, Auguſt 29, 1797. | 

I AM extremely forry to be forced to announce to your 
Lordſhip, that frefh delays occur in the progreſs of the Nego- 
c:ation, | T EL, | _ : 
Ihe French Plenipotentiaries informed me at our conference 
yelterday, that the laſt anſwer from Holland was fo unſatisfac- 


_ — 
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tory, that the Directory had ordered the Miniſter for Foreign 
Affairs to return it to the Dutch Miniſters at Paris; that the 


Dutch Miniſters could not take upon themſelves to alter it in 


the way the Directory propoſed, but had been obliged to refer 
to their Government for new orders; and that therefore, ſup- 
poſing no time to be loſt in deliberation on this ſubject at the 


Hague, it would be at leaſt a weck from to- day before any 


farther account could be received here. | 
, Aiter lamenting this unexpected procraftination of our bu- 
ſineſs, Lexpreſſed a with-to know what the Dutch anſwer had 
been, what objections the Directory had made to it, and the 
alteration they were deſirous it ſhould undergo. | 
One of the French Plenipotentiaries ſaid, it had not been 
communicated to them, but that he underſtood it was com- 
plexe louche, et peu ſatisfaiſante.— That the Directory expected 
it ſhould be clear : nd diftin&, and ſuch an one as would enable 
them to fend ſuch inſtructions here, as would allow us to go 
= with the Negociation in a way to recover the time we had 
. (No. 35.) | 
Extract 'of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury, to Lord 
+* © » -Grenvilte, dated Liſle, Sept. 5, 1797. ee Ln 
MY LORD, „ 

I SHOULD have confidered what has paſſed in our con- 
ferences ſince I laſt had the honour of writing to your Lord- 
ſhip by Mr. Weſley, as in itfelt too unimportant to authoriſe 
me to diſpatch a Meſſenger, but that in general I think it my 
duty never to leave your Lordſhip more than a week without 
hearing from me; and I was allo glad of an opportunity to 
acknowledge the receipt of your Lordſhip's Diſpatch, No. 23, 
which was delivered to 73 by the Meſſenger Schaw, on the 


4 


_Friit Auguſt, at 10 P. 


Nothing hut common converſation paſſed in our confer- 
ences of the 3oth Auguſt and of the iſt September. In that 
of the 3d the French Plenipotentiaries confirmed what they, 
had taken upon thzmſelves to aſſure me on the 22d Auguſt, in 
conſequence of the repreſentation I had your Lordſhip's orders 
to make on the expreſſions employed by the Di. ectory in their 
meſſage of the 9th Auguſt to the Councils, and which exprel- 
fions appeared to fix an imputation of delay on his Majeſty's 
Government in. the progrels of the Negoeiation. They {aid 

that they had reported to the Direct ry what I obſerved on this 
ſubject, and that they were now charged to repeat what I had 


already heard from them, apc to declare that no intention ſimilar 


to that I ſuppoſed ever exiſted on the part of the Ie. | 


CF. 
In our conference of this morning, although I had reaſon to 


expect that the anſwer from the Hague was arrived at Paris, 
yet it was not admitted by the French Plenipotentiaries, 


5 (No. 36.) 


Extract of a Diſ patch from Lord M almeſbury to Lord Grenville, 
| gth. Sept. 1797. ; 


I NEED not fay that the two conferences which have been 
held fince I diſpatched the meſſenger, Brooks, were not likely, 
under the preſent circumſtances of this country, to afford any 
thing extremely important or intereſting. 

In that of Thurſday the 7th, one of the French Plenipoten- 
tiaries began, on my entering the room, by announcing a with 
that the great event which had taken place at Paris, ſhould _ 
not interrupt for a long time our Negociation, or deſtroy the 
pleaſing proſpect we had of its ſoon terminating ſucceſsfully; 
and from his manner I clearly ſaw he meant to convey the 
idea that it was his opinion it would not. Tendeavoured to diſ- 
cover whether he ſpoke in conlequence of any private intelli- 
_ gence he had received from Paris, or ſimply from his own pri- 
vate judgment, and I found it was entirely from the latter. 
In our conference of this morning, he faid they were ſtill 


without any letters from M. Talleyrand, (which rather ſur- 


prized him); but he could aſſure me, with certainty, that by 
Monday they ſhould be empoweret to go on with the Ne- 
gociation, and that I might ſafely ſay ſo to my Court,” 


Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Grenville to Lord Malmef- 
bury, dated Downing Street, September 11th, 1797. 


YOUR Lordſhip's Diſpatches by the Meſſenger, Schaw, 
were received here this morning. _ | 
It would be premature in the preſent moment, to enter into 
any reaſoning on the effe& which the extraordinary events at 
Paris may be expeCted to have on the important Negociation 
with which your Lordſhip is charged. A very few days muſt 
new probably ſhew, in the moſt unequivocal manner, what are 
the views which are entertained by the now predominant party 
at Paris, reſpecting the queſtion of Peace or War with Great 
Britain: and it becomes his Majeſty's Government to wait 
the event with the ſame defire for accommodation on reaſonable 
terms, and the ſame firmneſs, with reſpe& to undue and in- 
ſulting demands, which has actuated every part of the conduct 
held by your Lordſhip, T 

| | (No. 
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4 | (No. 38.) 
Copy of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmefbury to Lord Grenville, 


dated Lille, nab Sept. 19, 1797. 


MY 1.0 RD; 
ON my going to the N this morning, the French 
Plenipotentiari ies informed me that the whole French Legation 
was recalled, and that Meſſrs. Treilhard and Bonnier d' Alco 


were appointed in their room. They ſaid, their orders were 


to communicate this event to me immediately, and at the ſame 
time to add; in the name of the French Government, that this 
alteration, in the choice of the Negociators, would not produce 
any whatever in the diſpoſition of the Directory, to bring the 


Negociation to a happy iſſue. 
Taſſured them I was extremely ſorry to hear that they were 


recalled. That we had hitherto acted together ſo cordially, 


that it was to be lamented any circumſtances had ariſen which 
made the French Government think it adviſeable to put the 


Negociation into other hands. 
That I received with ſatisfaction what they told me as to 


the ſentiments manifeſted by the Directory, relative to the 


Negociation, and that I could aſſure them, tney were ſuch as 
certainly exiſted in the breaſt of my Royal Maſter, | 
I then ſuggeſted to them, whether it woultl not be proper | 


to give me an Official Note on this occaſion, fince it made a 


very marked period in the Negociation; and as they perfectly 
agreed with me on the propriety of this, they fent me that : 


now encloſe. 
I conſider this event as 10 material, that I "RY not loſe a 


moment in diſpatching one of my ſervants to England, as I 


have at preſent no Meſſenger with me. 
I have the Honour to be, &c. 


| (Signed) _ MALMESBURY-« 
Right Honourable Lord Grenville. | 75 
(No. 39.) 
Trandation of a Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to 
/ Lord Malmeſbury. | 


THE Minifters Plenipotentiary of the Trench Republic have 
the honour to inform Lord Malmeſbury that they have received, 
by this day's poſt, a Decree of the Executive Directory, fig- 
nifying their recall, and the nomination of Citizens Treilhard 
and Bonnier to ſucceed them, and to continue. the Negocia- 


The 


tions entered upon with hare cad 


4 


The Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, in ſending to the under - 
ſigned Miniſters Plenipotentiary this Deeree of the Directory, 
of the aad of this month, orders them to wait the arrival of 
their Succeſlors. It alſo directs them to inform the Miniſter 
Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majeſty, that the change of 
the Negociators does not carry with it any change in the diſ- 
poſition of the Directory, with regard to the Negociation 
The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic have 
the honour to renew to Lord Malmeſbury the aſſurances of 
their high conſideration. e „„ 
On Hucuks B. MarET. 


Liſle, 25 Fructidor, "HTN 
Sth Year of the Republic, | 
(Sept. 11, 17979) | FVV 
| | |  COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. of the Legation, 
. e. 1 or 
_ Tranſlation of a Note from Lord Malmeſbury to the French 
| - Plenjpotentiaries. e 


THE Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majeſty has 
che honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Note which the 
Minifters Flenipotentiafy of the French Republic have ad- 
dreſſed to him, communicating the Decree of the Executive 
Directory, whicly ſignifies their recall and the nomination of 
the Miniſters deſtined to ſucceed them, and to continue the 
Negociations already commenced. He receives at the ſame 
time with ſatisfaction, and will tranſmit without delay to his 
Court, the aſſurance, that this change of the Negociators does 
not bring with it any change in the diſpoſition of the Pirectory 
as to the Negociat ion. SE 
Lord Malmeſbury, in thanking the Miniſters Plenipotentiary 
of the French Republic for this communication, begs them to 
de perſuaded of his perſonal regret on account of their depar- 
ture, and to accept the aſſurances of his high conſideration. _ 
| et \- (Signed) MALMESBURY-. 
Liſle, Sept, ks, 1799, , 6 
Eee STO No. 44.) | He | 
Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmefbury to Lord Grenville, 
dated Liſle, 17th. September 179977. 
THE new French Plenipotentiaries, Meſſieurs Treilhard 
and Bonnier d' Alco, with their principal Secretary M. Derche, 
and two private Secretaries, arrived here at Five o clock A. M. 
on Wedneſday the 13th inſtant. At eleven A. M. they ent 
M. Derché to acquaint me 8 arrival, and to inguire 
LR | : 4 "A. 55 
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at what hour I would receive their viſit. In conſequence of 


my ſaying whenever it was convenient to them, they came im- 
mediately, attended by Meſſieurs Le Tourneur, Maret, and 


Colchen. 33 | : | 1 | 
On taking leave, M. Le. Tourneur came forward and ſaid 
to me, in his name and that of his Colleagues, that they 
could not terminate their miſſion without expreſſing the ſatis- 
faction they had felt from the openneſs and candour (Loyauté 
et Franchiſe) with which I had acted during the whole of the 
Negociation, or take leave of me, without expreſſing their ſin- 
cere perſonal regrets; that the recollection of my conduct 
wauld always be agreeable to them, and that it had given me 


the ſtrongeſt title to their eſteem and good wiſhes. 


After giving the new Plenipotentiaries as much time as was 
neceſſary to return to their own houſe, I ſent Mr. Roſs to aſk 


at what hour I might return their viſit; and, in conſequence 


of their anſwer, I went to them, attended by Lord Morpeth 


and Mr. Ellis. 


I took an opportunity of returning the compliment M. Le 
Tourneurhad made me; and I muſt in juſtice repeat, my Lord, 
what I have already faid, that his conduct and that of his col- 
leagues has, in every point which has depended on them, been 
perfectly fair and honorable, and in no inftance contrary to the 
Principles they announced, and the profeſſions they made, It 
is therefore impoſſible for me not to regret them, and not to 
conſider the change of Negociators at Teaft as a very unpleaſant, 


If not a very unfortunate incident. 


(No. 42.) 


Copy of a diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Gren- 
ville, dated Lille, 17th Sept. 1797. 


MY LORD, | SD 
I SHALL endeavour in this diſpatch to give your Lord- 
ſhip as circumſtantial an account as my memory will allow 
me to do, of what has paſſed in the two conferences I have held 
with the new French Plenipotentiaries, 7 
In that of Friday the z4th, after communicating to me the 
Arrete of the Directory, appointing them to ſucceed Meſſrs. 
Le Tourneur and Maret, and empowering them to continue 
the Negociation with me, 6722 of them- began by making the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurances of the ſincere defire entertained. by the 
Dire tory for Peace. He obſerved, that if this debire had ma- 
nifeſted itſelf ſo ſtrongly at a moment when the two great Au- 
- thoritkes of the country were at variance, it muſt naturally be- 
tome ſtronger, and be exerted with more effect, mow aſl 


| C4} | | | 
fpirit of diviſion was ſuppreſſed, and when the Government 
was ſtrengthened. by the perfect concord which now reigns be- 
tween all its branches: that the firſt and moſt material points 
to be aſcertained in every. Negociation, was the extent of the 
full powers with which the Negociators are veſted : that, 1 
ſhould find their's to be very ample; and that, as it was ne- 
ceſſary to the ſucceſs of our diſcuſſions that mine ſhould be 
equally ſo, they had it in command to preſent a Note, the 
object of which was to enquire, whether I was authorized 
to treat on the principle of a general reſtitution. of every 
poſſeſſion remaining in his Majeity*s hands, not only belong- 
ing to them, but to their Allies; that I was not unacquainted 
with their laws and with their treaties; that a great country 
could not on any occaſion. act in contradiction. to them; and 
that, aware as J muſt be of this, I could not but expect the 
queſtion contained in the Note, neither could J conſider the re- 
quifition of an explicit anſwer, previous to entering upon 
the Negociation, as arifing from any other motive than that 
of the moſt perfect wiſh, on the part ot the Directory, to 
bring it to à ſucceſsful, and, above all, to a ſpeedy con- 
cluſion. 1 N | 
TI replied, that if after what I heard I could allow myſelf to 
hope for ſuch an event as he ſeemed to think probable, or 
give any credit to the pacific diſpoſitions he announced on 
the part of the French Government, ſuch hope muſt ariſe 
ſolely from the confidence I might place in his aſſurances ;. 
fince the meaſure itſelf now adopted by the Directory was 
certainly calculated to make a directly contrary impreſſion on 
my mind; that I could not conceal from him; that far from 
expecting ſuch a queſtion, its being now put, ſurpriſed me be- 
yond meaſure, and ſtill more fo, when from his comment 
upon it I was to infer, that he wiſhed me to conſider it as 
tending to promote a ſpeedy pacification; that the queſtion 
expreſſed in the note he had delivered (for he had given it to 
me, and J had read it over as he had ended his ſpeech) was 
word for word the ſame as that put to me by his predeceſſors 
fo long ago as the 34th. of July; that on the 15th I had, 
from my own authority, given an anſwer, and that this anſwer 
I confirmed fully and diſtinctly by order of my Court, on the 
24th of July; that theſe notes had to the preſent hour re- 
mained unnoticed, and a delay of two months had occurred; 
that the reaſons aſſigned for this delay were, as I was re- 
peatedly told, a decided reſolution on the part of the French 
Government to liſten to the reaſonable propoſals made by 
His Majeſty; but that, being bound by their engagements 
with the Court of Madrid and the Batavian Republic, and 
55 F 2 & wiſhing - 
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wiſhing to treat their Allies with due conſideration; they were 


deſirous of conſulting with them previous to any poſitive de- 
claration, and mee from them a voluntary releaſe from 
thoſe engagements ſufficient to enable the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries here to admit the baſis His Majeſty had{eſtabliſhed, 
and to ground on it all future diſcuſſions which might ariſe in 


the courſe of the Negociation; that if he had read over the 


apers left, undoubtedly, in his poſſeſſion by his predeceſſors, 
e would find what I ftated to be ſtrictly true; and that, of 
courſe, it could not be difficult to account for my ſurpriſe, 
when, after being told that he and his Colleague were to take 


up the Negociation preciſely where they found it, it now be- 


came evident that it was to be flung back to the very point 
from which we ſtarted, and flung back in a way which ſeemed 
to threaten a concluſion very different from that he foretold. 

T ſhall not attempt to follow the French Mimfter through 


the very elaborate and certainly able ſpeech he made in reply, 


with a view to convince me that the enquiry into the extent 
ef my full powers was the ſtrongeſt proof the Directory could 
turniſh of their pacific intention, and the ſhorteſt road they 
eould take to accompliſh the deſired end. It was in order 
to give activity to the Negociation, (adiver was his word,) 
and to prevent its ſtagnating, that this demand was made 
fo ſpecifically; and he intimated to me, that it was impoſſible - 
for the Directory to proceed till a full and ſatisfaftory anſwer 
had been given to it. I interrupted him here, by ſaying, 
their manner of acting appeared to me calculated to decide 
the Negociation at once, not to give it activity, ſinee it muſt 
be known T could not have powers of the deſcription he alluded 
to; and even ſuppoling I had, the admitting it would be in 
fact neither more or leſs tnan a compleat avowal of the prin- 
ciple itſelf, which once agreed on, nothing would be left to 

negociate about. The other French Plenipotentiary interpoſed 
here, by ſaying, that would not be the caſe; many Articles 
ou /Hil remain to be propoſed, and many points for impor- 
tant diſcuſſion. I ſaid, every word I heard ſeemed to preſent. 
freſh difficulties. Without replying to me, the firſt-menttoned 


Miniſter went on by endeavouring to prove, that the avowal 


of having powers to a certain extent, .did not imply the ne- 


ceſſity of exerciſing them; that it was the avowal alone for 


which they contended, in order to determine at once the form 


the Negociation was to take; that the Note, and the time 


reſcribed in it, were in conſequence of the moſt poſitive or- 
ders from the Directory; and that if I drew from it a con- 


_ _ clufion different from the aſſurances they had made me in the 
name of the Directory, I did not make the true inference. 


1 replied, 


— 


4 


| „ 3 
I replied, that, although the preſcribing the day on which the 
queſtion, was put to me as the term within which I was to give 
my anſwer to it, was both a zen e eee mode * | 
proceeding, yet as a day was much more than ſufficient for 
the purpoſe, I ſhould forbear making any particular remark- 
on this circumſtance: That as to the inference to be drawn 
from the poſitive manner in which they appeared to maintain 
the queſtion put to me, I really could not make it, different 
from that I had already expreſſed : that the reverting, 


after 
an interval of two months, to a queſtion already ase, | 
and which queſtion involved the fate of the Negociation, cer- 
tainly could not be conſidered as wearing a very concitiatory 
appearance : that in regard to my anſwer, it could not be 
different from that I had given before: That my full powers, 
which were in their hands, were as extenſive as any could be, 
and it did not depend on me to give them more or leſs lati- 
tude; but that, in fact, their queſtion went not to the extent 
of my full powers, but to require of me to declare the nature 
of my inſtructions; and on this point they certainly would 
forgive me it I did not ſpeak out till ſuch time as the cir- 
cumſtances of the Negociation called upon me to do it. 
De Hrench Miniſter ſtrove to prove: to me, what he had be- 


fore attempted, that the claiming a right of enquiry into the 
nature of the diſcretionary authority confided in a Miniſter, by 


no means implied an intention of requiring of him to act up 
to its utmoſt limits. I obſerved, if no ſuch ite tified, 
why inſtitute the enquiry ? and if it did exiſt, why not ſay ſo at 
once ?—He ſaid, what we now alk is little more than à mat- 
ter of form; when you have given us your anſwer, we ſhall - 
follow it up by another ſtep, which we are ordered to take. I 
ſaid, my anſwer, was gwen two months ago; that although I. 
was ready to give it them again, and in writing, as one to 
their note, yet, as it could not be different, I did not ſee why 
they ſhould not proceed immediately to the other ſtep, by 
which I was told the queſtion was to be followed up. It would 
be premature, ſaid the French Miniſter; but in drawing up 
your anſwer, do not. forget the force of the arguments I have 


uled, or in your report to your Court, the aſfurances we have 


[i 


war. . | | 8 
I replied, that I ſtill maſt maintain, that, from the manner 


in which they thought proper to define full powers, I could ſee 


no diſtinction between acknowledging the r and admitting 
the principle ; and that the queſtion. itſelf 


with any other intention (Vour Lordſhip, will obſerve, from 
the ſubfequent Notes which paſſed between us, that I. was 
7 ee F 3 Perfectly 


could not be put 
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perfectly grounded in this affertion) ; — that in my reports 
they might be fully aſſured I ſhould act up to that conciliatorx 
ſpirit, which, from the earlieſt period of the Negociation, had 
always decided my conduct; and that, inauſpicious as appear- 


ances were, I certainly would be careful not to make them look 


hoſtile. At the word hoſtile, both the French Plenipotentiaries 


were moſt warm in their proteſtations, that nothing could be 


leſs ſo; that the idea of the Negociation breaking off was as 


far from their thoughts as from their wiſhes. I ſaid, that 


although I heard this with pleaſure, yet I could not avoid ad- 
verting to facts, and that, when inſtead of an anſwer, and the 
favourable anſwer which I had every reaſon to expect, I re- 
ceived only the repetition of a demand, which had been al- 


ready ſatisfied two months ago 3 J certainly could not think 


this a good omen. If it did not bode an immediate rupture 
of the Treaty, it aſſuredly did not announce a near and ſuc- 


ceſsful termination of it. The above-mentioned Miniſter per- 


fiſted I was miſtaken; that the buſineſs would end ſpeedily ; 
that ſpeed was their wiſh, and ſpeed with peace for its object. 
On breaking up our conference, I ſaid, that I took it for 
ted we ſhould meet again at the uſual hour, on Sunday, 

He ſaid, that it perhaps might not be neceſſary, but that they 
certainly would let me know in time; and this conveyed to 
me the firſt idea of what has ſince taken place. 6 
I incloſe your Lordfhip the Note A, I received in this con- 


| ference from the French Plenipotentiaries, and the anſwer B, 


which I made to it yeſterday morning at 10 A. M. 
At 6 P. M. the Note C was tranſmitted to me; to which at 
$ P. M. I returned the anſwer D, by Mr. Roſs, whom I ſent 


in order that he might bring me the Paſſports I aſked for; but 


at a quarter before 10 P. M. Mon. Derche, Secretary of the 


French Legation, delivered to me the Paper marked E; and 


this morning at 9 A. M. J replied by the Note F, which im- 
mediately produced that marked G. 3 ET | 

The Notes ſent me by the French Plenipotentiaries ſpeak 
for themſelves ; and it is unneceffary to enter into any re- 
flexions.on them. I am willing to hope that the anſwers I 
have made were ſuch as became the ſituation in which I ſtand, 
the importance of the cauſe intruſted to me, and the ſteady 
but temperate conduct which the ſpirit of my inſtructions in- 
join me to hold. | | * | 

It was my with to give every opening to the French Plenipo- 


tentiaries to recal the violent ſtep they had taken; and, if poſſi- 
ble, to convince them of. its extreme impropriety. And it 


was with this view, and with a moſt anxious defire not to ex- 
clude all hope of the reſtoration of Peace, that L determined 
5 | Fa | | on 


Fd 


„ 5 

on ſuggeſting the idea of our meeting once more before I læſt 
Life. | 75 1 „„ EE: 
Fhis meeting took place to-day at noon: I opened it by ob- 
ſerving, that the ſeveral Notes they had received from me ſince 
- the precedirig evening, had been too expreſſive of the ſurpriſe 
I felt at the meaſure the Directory had thought proper to 
adopt, to make it neceſſary. for me to enlarge upon it in this 
conference; and, indeed, my ſole motive for ſuggeſting that 
it might be for our mutual ſatisfaction that it ſhould be held, 
was, becauſe this meaſure. appeared to me to be in ſuch di- 
rect contradiction to the very ſtrong aſſurances I had ſo con- 
ſtantly and repeatedly heard from them, and to the pacific in- 
tentions with which they declared they were ſent, that it was 
my earneſt wiſh (before I conſidered their conduct as forcing 
me to a ſtep which muſt fo materially affect the ſucceſs of the 
Negociation,) to be perfectly certain that T underſtood clearly 
and diſtinctly the preciſe meaning of their Official Notes. On 
their admitting that nothing could be more reaſonable than 
that I ſhould, on fo important a point, require explanation, 
or more latisfactory to them than to give it me (as far as lay 


in their power,) I proceeded by ſaying, that it appeared to- 


me that I was called upon to produce immediately my full 
powers, or rather my inſtructions, (for however different theſe 
were in themſelves, in their demand they ſeemed conſtantly 
blended,) and that if either I refuſed to conſent to this, or 
if on conſenting to it, it was found that I was not authorized 
to treat on the principle they laid down, I was then, in the 
ſpace of twenty-four hours to leave Liſle, and return to my 
Court; and that I was required to obtain full authority to 
admit this principle, if it was wiſhed the Negociation. ſhould 
proceed. This i ſaid appeared to me to be the evident ſenſe 
of the Notes, and I begged to know whether I had miſtaken 
it or not. One of the French Plempotentiaries faid, © You 
© have underſtood it exactly; I hope you equally underſtand 
« the intention of the French Government, which is to acce- 
„ Jerate Peace by removing every obſtacle which ſtands in its 
„% way.” te ; SE 
I replied, that having now no doubt left on my mind as to 
their exact meaning, and being quite ſure, notwithſtanding 
the obſervation they had made, que j*awvais ſaifi la veritable 
iulention de leur Note, it would, I feared, be a very unprofi- 
table employment of our time to argue either on the nature 
ef the principle they announced as a fine qua non, to even a 
preliminary diſcuſſion, or on the extreme difficulty of recon- 
ciling the peremptory demand with which they opened their 
miſſion to the pacific profeſſions that accompanied it; that if 
| | they 


C003 | 

they were determined to perſiſt in this demand, it was much 

better to avoid all uſeleſs altercation; and nothing in that 

caſe remained for me to do, but to aſk for my paſſports, and 

to ſignify to them my intention of leaving France at an early 

hour the next morning, They ſaid, they had their hands 

tied by an Arrete of the Directory, and were bound to obſerve 

the conduct they had followed by the moſt poſitive orders; 

and although we remained together ſome time longer, not a- 

hint dropped from them expreſſive of a wiſh that, inſtead of \ 

going myſelf for new inſtructions, I ſhould either write for 

them by a Meſſenger, or obtain them by ſending to England 

one of the Gentlemen who are with me. I endeavoured by 

every indirect means to ſuggeſt to them the neceſſity of adopt- 

ing ſome ſuch modification, if they meant that their wiſhes, 

for Peace, in the expreſſion of which, they were this morn- 

ing more eager thau ever, ſhould meet with the ſlighteſt de- 

gree of credit; Jagain brought to their recollection that I was oY 

authoriſed: to receive any propoſal, any Centre Projet they 
tendered to me, but that they muſt be aware that it was not 
poſſible for me to alter the orders I had received, or to aſſume 

an authority with which 1 was not inveſted. I dwelt particu- 

larly and repeatedly on my being competent to take any 

thing they ſaid for reference; but this availed nothing, ex- 

cept drawing from one of ibem a remark, that the full powers 8 

which: authoriſed a Miniſter to hear propoſals, were widely. | 
different from .thoſe which would enable him to aceede to 

them; and that it was ſuch full powers that the Directory 

required me to ſolicit. VVV 15 
An eafy anſwer preſented itſelf to this mode. of reaſoning ;. 

but I ſaw no advantage to be derived from prolonging a con- 

verſation, which, after the poſitive declaration they had made, 

could lead to nothing: I therefore ended the conference by. 
declaring my reſolution to hegin my journey at a very early 
hour the next morning, and by ſaying, that immediately on 

my arrival in England, I would make an exact report of every: 

thing that had paſſed ſince their arrival. 4 

I truſt, my Lord, I ſhall not incur cenſure for having 
declined to offer in diſtinct terms to wait at Liſle till I could 

know his Majeſty's. pleaſure on the peremptory propoſal made 
to me; but when 1: conſidered the nature of the propaſal it- 

ſelf, the avowal 7hat ibis would: nat be the laſt, nor perhaps - 

the moſt humiliating condition required of. us, and the im- 

perious ſtyle with which 1 was enjoined to depart in twenty- 

four hours, it was utterly. impoſſible. for me to aſſume a lan- 
guage or affect a manner that could be interpreted into ſoli- 

citation or entreaty: I felt myſelf called upon to. treat the 
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| ( 5) 
whole of this extraordinary proceeding with calmneſs: an 
temper ; and notwithſtanding the deep and poignant concern E 
mult feel at an event which I fear will remove all probability 
of an immediate pacification, I truſt that in the expreſſion of 
this ſentiment I have not uſed a language unbecoming the 
character with which I am invefted, or the greatneſs of the 
Sovereign and Country whoſe dignity and intereſts. it is my 
primary duty to conſult and to maintain. | x 
I have the honour to be | 
With great reſpect, my Lord, C 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 
mumble ſervant, 
i 22 1 » __- », (Signed) MALMESBURY» 
Right Honourable Lord Grenville. - BP. ES 
(No. 43 AL 1 65 


Tranſlation of a Nate from the French Plenipotentiaries to 
8 Lord Malmeſbury x. 
THE underſigned Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republic, commiſſioned to treat of Peace with England, have 
the honour to aſſure Lord Malmeſbury, Miniſter Plenipoten- 
tiary of his Britannic Majeſty, that the French Government 
wifnes as fincerely, as ſtrongly as ever, a Peace, deſired by the 
two nations; but, unable to conelude any other Peace than 
ſuch a one as is founded on the Laws and on the Treaties 
which bind the French Republie, perſuaded that, to arrive at 
this end, it is neceſſary to explain itſelf with entire frank-- 
neſs, and deſirous of giving to the Negociation the greateſt 
rapidity, the Executive Directory has expreſsly charged the 
underſigned to demand of Lord Malmeſbury, whether he has 
ſufficient powers for reſtoring, in the Treaty which may be 
concluded, to the French Republic and to its Allies, all the 
poſſeſſions which, ſince the beginning of the war, have paſſed _ 
into the hands of the Englith. | . ER, 
The underſigned are equally charged by the Executive Di- 
rectory to demand from Lord Malmeſbury an anſwer in the 
courſe of the day. They requeſt him to accept the aſſurances 
of their high conſideration. 1 , 


— 
7 


(Signed) TREILHARD. 
a |  BONNIER. , 
Lifle, 29 Fructidor, i | 
zth year of the Republic. 
(Lept. 15, 273 35 3 
zy the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the 

French Republic, the Sec. Gen. 
f  DEgRcHE'. * 

(No. 


„„ 
No. 1 


Tranſlation of a Note from Lord Malmeſbury. to the F rencls 
Pienipotentiaries. , 


THE underſigned Miniſter Plenipotentiary of bis ens 
Majeſty receives with great ſatisfaction the expreſſion og the 
ſincere deſire for Peace, which the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of 
the French Republic announced to him yeſterday in the name 
of their Government. He has the honour to aſſure them that 
the King his Maſter is animated with the ſame deſire, and has 

nothing more at heart Fart to put an end to the calamities of 
the war. 

With regard to the e which the Miniſters Plenipo- 
tentiary of the French Republic addreſſed to Lord Malmeſ- 
bury, concerning the extent of his powers, he confiders him- 

{elf as having already given the moſt unequivocal anſwer upon 
this ſubject, in the two notes which he delivered to their } 
predeceſſors on the 15th and 24th of July. : 

However, to avoid all miſunderſtanding, he renews the 
Declaration, which he made yeſterday; that is to ſay, that he 

neither can nor ought to treat upon any other principle than 
that of compenſations; 3 a principle which has been formally 
recognized as the baſis of a Treaty equally juſt, honourable,. 
and advantageous to the two Powers, j 

Lord Malmetbury requeſts. the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of 

the French Republic to accept the aſſurances of his high conſis 


. deration. 
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| (Signed) MALMESBURY« 
Liſle, Saturday, Sept. 165 1797. 10 A. M. | 
| {No. 457 $7 ) | ; | 15 


Tranſlation of a Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to 
Lord Malmeſbury. 


THE Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, 
commiſſtoned to treat of Peace with England, have the ho- 
nour to acknowledge the receipt of the anſwer, of Lord Malmeſ- 
bury to the note which was F to him in the conference 
of yeſterday. 

It appears from this anſwer, and from the two Notes of the 
15th and 24th of July, to which it refers, that Lord Maimet- 
bury bas not powers for agreeing to the reſtitution of all the 
poſſeſſions which his Britannic Majeſty. occupies, whether from 
the French Republte, or from its Allies. 

In conſequence, while they reiterate to Lord Malmeſbury 
the moſt pofitive aſſurances of the ſentiments of the French. 


. che underſigned apprize him of a decree of the 
Executive. 


-/ 


| CW > 

Executive Directory, which ſignifies that, in caſe Lord Malmeſ- 
bory ſhall declare himſelf not to have the neceſſary powers 
for agreeing to all the reſtitutions which the laws and the 
treaties which bind the French Republic make indiſpenſable, he 
ſhall return in four-and-twenty hours to his Court, to aſk for 
lufficient powers. Lord Malmeſbury can ſee in this determt- 
nation of the Executive Directory nothing elſe than an intention 
to haſten the moment when the Negociation may be followed up 
with the certainty of a ſpeedy concluſion. 5 

The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic re- 
queſt Lord Malmeſbury to accept the aſſurances of their high 
con ſideration. | 


L.iſle, 30 Fructidor, 
5th year of the Republic. 
E. , 1797+} 5. . - 
| By the Miniſters Plenipotentiary 
the Sec. Gen, of the Legation. - | 
2 DERCHE/. 


(Signed) TREeILHARD; 
| N BoNNIER. 


f 


' 


No. 46. D.) 


"Tranſlation of a Note from Lord Malmeſbury to the French 
| Plenipotentiaries. „ 
THE underſigned Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Britannic 
Majeſty has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Note 
of this day, which has been ſent him by the Miniſters Pleni- 
potentiary of the French Republic. 8 

Whatever regret he may experience at ſeeing the hope of a 
ſpeedy conciliation thus deſtroyed, he can return no other an- 
ſwer to a refuſal ſo abſolute to continue the Negociation on 
grounds which appeared to have been already agreed upon, than 
by demanding the neceſſary paſſports for himſelf and his ſuite, in 
order that they may ſet off within the four and twenty hours, 
and return immediately to England. 5 

He requeſts the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republic to accept the aſſurances of his high cenſiderat ion. 

| | | (Signed) MALMESBURY. 

Liſle, Saturday, 16th Sept. 8, P. M. MW 


Tranſlation of a Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to 
L.oord Malinefbury, T 

THE underſigned Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French 

Republic, commiſſioned to treat of Peace with England, have 


XA 3 ; 
the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Lord Malmeſbury's 
anſwer to the note which they addreſſed to him this day. 
They think it right to obſerve to him, that he does not 
appear to have ſeized the real meaning of their note; that it 
by no means contains a-refuſa] to continue the Negociations, 
but, on the contrary, the means for giving them actwity, and 
for following them up with a ſucceſs, no leſs deſirable to the 
two Nations, than it would be flattering to the Miniſters charged 
with the conduct of them. | ET 
The French Government is ſo far from entertaining the in- 
*tentions which the Note of Lord Malmeſbury appears.to impute 
to them, that the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republic have received no order to quit Lifle, after the depar- 
ture of the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majeſty. 
The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic re- 
queſt Lord Malmeſbury to accept the aſſurances of their high 
conſideration. | | | | 
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(Signed) TREILHAR)D. . 

. Bonner,” | 
By the Miniſters Plenipotentiary, 
the Sec. Gen. of the Legation. 
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ji Liſle, 30 Fructidor, 5th Year DERCHE', 
44 of the French Republic. | 
5 (Sept. 16, 1797.) 
Tranſlation of a Note from Lord Malmeſbury to the French 
Plenipotentiaries. . 


THE e Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Britannic 
Majeſty has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Note 
which the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic 
tranſmitted to him yeſterday, through the hands of the Secre- 
tary General of their Legation. He thinks he cannot anſwer 
it better that by ſubmitting to them in his turn the following 
obſervations. „55 3 
That having already by bis Note, dated July 24, and in 
obedience to the expreſs orders of his Court, given an anſwer to 

the queſtion which is now ſo unexpeRedly renewed, a queſtion, 
that in appearance relates ſolely to the limits of his full powers, 
(which are in their moſt ample form), but which does in fact 
require a declaration of the whole extent of his inſtructions; 
and not being authoriſed to quit the place of his deſtination 
without the expreſs orders of the King his Maſter, in any caſe 
except ithat of the rupture of the Negociation; he could not 

help conſidering a Note enjoining him, in cg of a 
| | _ decree 


r — — 
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( 6. 

decree of the Executive Directory, to return to his Court in the 
pace of four - and- twenty hours, as ill calculated to accelerate 
the concluſion of Peace: Nevertheleſs to anſwer the aſſuranees 
of the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Repaviie, and 
to teſtify his deſire to ſeize their real meaning, with reſpect 
to which he ſhould be very ſorry to deceive himſelf, he thinks 
that it would be more ſatis factory to meet once more; and 
if the Minifters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic ſhould 
be of the ſame opinion, Lord Malmefbury would propoſe that 
this meeting ſhould take place at an earlier hour than uſual, 
in order that he may have time to take ſuch ſteps as the reſult 
of their conferences may render neceſſary, He deſires the 
Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic to accept the 
aſſurances of his high conſideration. | A 

5 | (Signed) MAELMESBURT. 
Liſte, Sunday, Sept. 17, 1797. | 


| | | ; (No. 49. G.) = | 
Tranſlation of a Note from the French Plenipotentiaries ts 
Lord Malmeſbury. | ö 


THE underſigned Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republic, commiſſioned to treat of Peace with England, have 
the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Note which the 
Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majeſty has tranſ- 
mitted to them this moruing. Referring to the Notes addreſſed 
to Lord Malmeſbury on the 2gth and 3oth Fructidor, and 
eſpecially to the firſt of yeſterday, they agree to the meeting 
which Lord Malmeſbury appears to deſire, and propoſe the 
kour of noon. f 


They requeſt Lord Malmeſbury to accept the aſſurances of 


their high conſideration. 6 5 
| (Signed) TREILHARD, - 
— Box xIER. | 
Liſle, iſt Complementary Day, N 
5th Year of the French Republic. 
| (17 Sept. 1797. | | 
F l 55 the Miniſters Plenipotentiary, 
. the Sec. Gen. of the 1 6 
1 ' ERCHE'\, 
N GC˙* A.]. ̃ ͤ 
Copy of Diſpatch from Lord Grenville to Lord Malmeſbury, 
dated Downing. ſtreet, Sept. 22, 1797. 
My Loap, ; | 
I Have had the honour of laying before his Majeky your 
Lordſhip's diſpatches, in m_ you have given an account on 
| | dhe 
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the extraordinary conduct of the new Plenipotentiaries of the 


French Republic, of the anſwers given by your Lordſhip to 
their unjuſtifiable demand, and of your conlequent departure 
from Lifle. | | 

I have the ſatisfaction to be able to aſſure your Lordſhip 
that His Majeſty has been pleaſed to expreſs his entire appro- 
bation of your Lordſhip's judicious and temperate conduct in 
the unprecedented ſituation in which you were placed, and of 
the manner in which you exprefſed yourſelf, both in your 
Official Notes, and in your converſations with the French Pleni- 
potentiaries, as well as of that in which you have conducted 
yourſelf during the whole courſe of the Negociation, which 
feems too likely to be now brought to its cloſe. 

As it appears, however, that ſome further anſwer will pro- 
bably be expected by the French Government to their late ex- 
traordinary demand, notwithſtanding the full and concluſive 
reply given in your Lordſhip's Notes, I have received the 
King's commands to tranfmit to you the incloſed draft of a 
Note, which it is his Majeſty's pleature that your Lordſhip 
ſhould tranſmit to the Plenipotentiaries at Liſle, by a Meſſenger 
whom 1 hall dizect to be in readineſs for that purpoſe. 

(Signed) GRENVILLE. 


Right Honourable Lord Malmeſbury. 


. (No. 310% Wee, | 9 
Tranſlation of a Note from Lord Malmeſbury to the French 
Plenipctentiaries. | 


THE underſigned Minifter Plenipotentiary of his Britannic 
Majeſty has rendered to his Court a faithful account of the 
circumſtances that have interrupted the exerciſe of thoſe 
important functions which his Majeſty has been pleaſed to en- 
truſt to him. His Majeſty has deigned to honour with his 
entire approbation the anſwers which the underſigned has tal. 
ready made to the extraordinary and unexpected demands 


which the new Plenipotentiaries of the French Republic ad- 


a reſſed to him immediately upon their arrival at Liſle. 

But in order to leave no doubt reſpecting the nature and 
object of this demand, the underſigned has been expreſsly or- 
dered to declare, in the name of his Court, 

1. That theffull Powers with which his Majeſty had thought 
proper to furniſh him for negociating and concluding a Treaty 
of Peace, are conceived and expreſſed in the moſt ample form, 
authorizing the underſigned fully, and without reſerve, to ſign 


any treaty upon which he might agree with the French Pleni- 


potentiaries, whatever its nature or conditions might be; con- 
; : forming 


>, M2 3 
forming himſelf in all caſes to the inſtructions which he might 


receive from his Court. | 
2. That theſe full powers have been-received and recognized 
aàs ſufficient, as well by the Plenipotentiaries with whom he has 
kitherto treated, as by the Directory themſelves, and that ther 
is conſequently no room for any new diſcuſſion upon a ſubſeck 
which has already been cloſed by common agreement, and 
which moreover is not liable to any doubt or difficulty hat- 
ever; every thing which has been done hitherto upon this ſub- 
ject, being entirety conformable to cuſtoms long eftabliſhed and 
recognized by all the nations of Europe 

3. That the demand of the Directory therefore, in reality, 
refers not to the full Powers of the underſigned, but to the ex- 
tent of his inſtructions, of which the Directory could not, under 
any gircumſtances, require any communication, further than as 
the underſigned himfelf might judge ſuch a communication 
conducive to the ſucceſs of the Negociation ; and that very far 
rom being in a ſituation to be called upon for any new explana- 
tions whatever, the underſigned had every reaſon to expect, from 
the repeated communications which had been made to him by 
the French Plenipotentiaries, that he ſhould immediately re- 
ceive a Contre Projet, of a nature to facilitate the further 
progreis of the Negociation which had been ſuſpended for more 
than two monghs. _ Ke. =: 

4. That the Court. of London had good reaſon to be ſtill 
more aſtoniſhed at the ſubſtance of the new demand made to 
the underſigned; a demand relating to preliminary conditions 
which had already been rejected at the very commencement of 
the Negociation, and from which the French Plenipotentiaries 
had in effect departed, by a formal notification of the meaſures 
which the Directory were in conſequence taking for the pur- 
poſe of coming to ſome arrangement with their Allies. 

5. That it is therefore only by conſenting to treat upon the 
baſis of the projet, detailed with ſo much openneſs, which was 
Free by the underſigned a few days after his, arrival at 

iſle, or by returning a contre projet of a conciliatory nature, 
agreeably to the aſſurances which he received ſo long ago, 
that it appears. poſſible to continue the Negociation, which the 


Pl-nipotentiaries have ſo ſtrongly aſſured him that the Direc- 


tory did not wiſh to break off, notwithſtanding the meaſures 
lately adopted with reſpect to him: a meaſure which the un- 
derſigned forbears to characterize, but which could not fail to 
produce in this country the impreſſion of a diſpoſition by no 
means pacifick on the part of the Directory. a Z 

The underſigned is directed to add, that His Majeſty would 
Ke with real regret the certainty of the exiſtence of ſueh a 
PRs G 2 5 diſpoſition, 


——— — 


———ů— 


{ & ) 


Aiſ ſition, fo little compatable with the ardent defire- with 


nch He is animated to reſtore Peace to the two nations; but 
that if, without having Himſelf contributed to it on His part, 
e ſhould again find Hum ſelt under the neceſſity of continuing the 
War, he will conduct Himſelf upon every occaſion agreeably 
to the ſame principles, doing every thing which can depend 
upon Him for the re- eſtabliſhment of Peace, but, perſiſting to 
defend, with an unſhaken firmneis, the dignity of His Crown, 
and the intereſts of His People. | | 
The Minifter Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majeſty re- 
gueſts the Minifters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic 
to accept the aſſurance of his high conſideration. 5 


London, the 22nd. of 
September 1797. 


l (No. 52.) 


Tranſlation of a Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to 

a „„ Malmeſhory.” 57S KG 
THE Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, 
eommiſſioned to treat of Peace with England, have received 
the Note, dated from London, which has been brought to 
them by an extraordinary Meſſenger, from Lord Malmeſbury. 
' Thev bave the honour to anſwer bim, that their Note of the 


29th Fructidor, to which they refer, offered the double aſſu- 


rance of the ſettled intention of the French Government to 
continue the Negociations for Peace, and of its conſtant de- 
termination not to agree to any other conditions than ſuch as 
are compatible with the dignity of the French Republic. 

A Peace, of which the baſis ſhould be contrary to the Jaws, 
or to the engagements taken with its Allies, would never ſatisfy 
the hopes of the Nation. It is a point from which the Exe- 


cutive Directory has never departed, and upon which its ſenti- 


ments have never varied. 


Lord Malmeſbury having formally declared in his Notes of 


the 1 5th and 24th of July, and in the laſt inſtance in that of 
the 17th September, that he had not the powers neceſſary for 
reſtoring the Dutch and Spaivſh poſſeſſions, occupied by the 
troops of his Britannic Majeſty, the Executive Directory has 
given a new proof of its openneſs, and of its deſire to acce- 
lerate the concluſion of Peace, in requiring Lord Malmeſ- 
bury to return to his Court, for the purpoſe of obtaining the 
authority, without which he cannot conclude; a meaſure 
rendered neceſſary by the declaration of the Miniſter Plenipo- 
tentiary of his Britannic Majeſty, and upon which it is im- 

| | poſſible 


(Signed) 'MALMSEBURY.. 


„ 1 
poſſible to give a wrong impreſſion to any thinking and im- 

partial mind. OE T5 ES _ 
The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic re- 
queſt Lord Malmeſbury to accept the aſſurances of their hig 


- conſideration. | 
| [ {[(Signed) TREILHAaRDs 
| BoNxIE X. 
Liſle, 4th Vendemiaire, | 1 | 3 
5th year of the Republic. Ti Eh 
. (Sept. 25, 1797.) Dien. 


; (No. 53.) 
Tranſlation of a Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to 
7 at 2 Lord Malmeſbury. ae ee 
THE Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, 


charged to treat for Peace with England, have the honour to 


inform Lord Malme ſbury, that having ſent at copy of bis 
laſt Note to their Government, the Executive Directory has 
directed them to declare in its name, that it has never ceaſed 
to wiſh for Peace; that it gave an unequivocal proof of the 


ſentiment which animates it, when it ordered the Miniſters 


Plenipotentiary of the Republic to require a categorical e-. 
planation as to the powers given by the Engliſh Government 


to its Miniſter Plenipotentiary; that this demand had, and 


could have, no other obje& but to bring the Negociation to a 
ſpeedy and ſucceſsful iſſu e 8 
That the order given to the Plenipotentiaries of the Re- 
public to remain at Liſle after the departure of Lord Malmef 
bury, is another proof that the Directory had defired and 
foreſeen his return with powers that - ſhould not be jlufory, 
and the limitation of which ſhould no longer be a pretext for 
delaying the concluſion of Pear tots 
That ſuch are ftill the hopes and intentions of the Exe- 
cutive Directory, which enjoins the Miniſters Plenipotenti 


of the Republic not to quit Lifle till the continued Lene oe 


the Negociator ſhall no longer leave any doubt of the inten- 
tion of his Britannic Majefty to break off all Negociation:- 
That conſequently the 25th Vendemiaire {16th of October 
old ſtyle) is the period fixed for the recal of the Minifters 
Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, ſuppoſing that at that 


time the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majeſty ſhall 


not have arrived at Liſle. 

The Executive Directory will feel the greateſt regret that a 
reconciliation, already twice attempted, ſhould not be per- 
fected; but its conſcience, and the whole of Europe, wif 
bear it teſtimony, that it is the Engliſh Government alone 

G3 that 
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that will have inflicted the ſcourge of war upon the two na- 
We F 8 
T he Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic en- 
treat the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majeſty to 
accept the aſſurances of their high confideration. 
| (Signed) TREILIHARD. 

F BONNIER. 
Lifle, roth Vendemiaire, 
6th year of the French Republic. 

(October 1, 1797.) 

1 The Sec. of the Legation, DERCHE”. 
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Tranſlation of a Note from Lord Malmeſbury to the French 
Plenipotentiaries. 


F HE underſigned having laid before the King's Miniſtry 
the Note of the Plenipotentiaries of the French Republic, is 
Airetted to obſerve to them, VF 
That it is only in conſequence of the formal and poſitive 
Injunction of the Directory that he quitted Liſle; that his 
powers were neither illuſory nor limited; and that nothing 
was omitted on his part to accelerate the Negociation, which 
Has only been retarded by the delays of the Directory, and 
which at this moment is only ſuſpended by its act. 

With regard to the renewal of the conferences, the under- 
figned can only refer to his laſt Note, where he has explained 
with frankneſs and preciſion the only means which remain for 
continuing the Negociation; obſerving at the ſame time that 
the King could no longer treat in an enemy's country, without 
being certain that the cuſtoms eſtabliſhed amongſt all civilized 
Nations, with regard to public Miniſters, and efpecially to 
thoſe charged to negociate for the re- eſtabliſnment of Peace, 
would be reſpected for the future in the perſon of his Pieni- 
potentiary. | 5, 5 e 
The Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majeſty re- 
gueſts the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic 
to accept the aſſurance of his high conlideration, 


"I es (Signed) MALMESBURY. 
London, 5th October, 1797. | | i 
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Hs Majeſty's benevolent-endeavours to reſtore to 
His People the bleſſings of ſecure and honorable Peace, 
again repeated without ſucceſs, have again demonſtrated, 
beyond the poſſibility of doubt, the determined and per- 
ſevering hoſtility of the Government of France, in whoſe 
unprovoked aggreſſion the War originated, and by 
whoſe boundleſs and deſtructive ambition it is ſtill pro- 
longed. And while by the courſe of theſe tranſactions, 
continued proofs have been afforded to all His Majeſty's 
faithful Subjects, of His anxious and unremitting ſolici- 
tude for their welfare, they cannot, at the ſame time, have 
failed to recognize, in the uniform conduct of the 
Enemy, the ſpirit by which the Councils of France are 
ſtill actuated, and the objects to which they are directed. 
His Majeſty could not but feel how much the means 
of Peace had been obſtructed by the many additional 
difficulties which His Enemies had ſo repeatedly thrown 
in the way of every Negociation. Nevertheleſs, on the 
very firſt appearance of circumſtances in ſome degree 
more favourable to the intereſts of humanity, the fame 
ardent deſire for the eaſe and happineſs of His Subjects 
Tnduced His Majeſty to renew His overtures for termi- 
nating the calamities of War: thus availing Himſelf of 
every opening which could in any manner lead to ſe- 
cure an honourable Peace, and conſuſting equally the 
wiſhes of His own heart and the principles by which His 
conduct has invariably been guided. 
New obſtacles were immediately interpoſed by thoſe 
who ſtill directed the Councils of France, and who, 
amidſt the general defire for Peace, which they could not 
at that time openly difclaim, ſtill retained the Power of 
fruſtrating the wiſhes of their own Country, of coun- 
teracting His Majeſty's benevolent intentions. and of ob- 
5 ſtiructing 
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ſtructing that Reſult, which was ſo neceſſary for the hap- 
pineſs of both Nations. Difficulties of Form were ſtu- 
diouſly created; Modes of Negociation were infiſted 
upon, the moſt inconſiſtent with their own conduct in 
every other inſtance; the ſame ſpirit appeared in every 
ſtep which was taken by them; and while the moſt un- 
warranted inſinuations were thrown out, and the moſt 
unfounded reproaches brought forward, the eſtabliſhed | 
. cultoms and uſages, which have long prevailed in Eu- 
rope, were purpoſely departed from, even in the ſimpleſt 
acts which were to be done on their part for the renewal 

of the Negociations. All theſe things His Majeſty de- 
termined to difregard ; not as being inſenſible of their 
purport or tendency, nor unmindſul of the importance of 
theſe points, in the public intercourſe of great and in- 
dependent Nations, but reſolving to defeat the object of 
_ theſe artifices, and to ſuffer no ſubordinate or inferior 

conſideration to impede, on His part, the diſcuſſion of 
the weighty and extenſive intereſts on which the ter- 
mination of the War muſt neceſſarily depend. | 

He directed His Miniſter to repair to France, fur- 
niſhed with the moſt ample Power, and inſtructed to 
communicate at once an explicit and detailed Propoſal 
and Plan of Peace, reduced into the ſhape of a regular 
Treaty, juſt and moderate in its principles, embracing all 
the intereſts concerned, and extending to every Subject 
connected with the reſtoration of public tranquillity. 
The communication of this Paper, delivered in the very 

firſt conference, was accompanied by ſuch explanations, 
as fully ſtated and detailed the utmoſt extent of His 
Majeſty's views, and at the fame time gave ample room 
for the examination of every diſputed point, for mutual 
arrangement and conceſſion, and for reciprocal facilities 
ariſing out of the progreſs of fair diſcuſſion. 

To this proceeding, open and liberal beyond example, 
the conduct of His Majeſty's Enemies oppoſes the moſt 
ſtriking contraſt. From them no Counter-Proje& has 
ever yet been obtained. No ſtatement of the extent or 
nature of the Conditions on which they would conclude 
any Peace with theſe kingdoms. Their pretenfions 


have always been biought forward either as detached or 
; | 8 f 48 
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as preliminary points, diſtin& from the main object of. 
Negociation, and accompanied, in every inſtance, with 
an expreſs reſerve of farther and unexplained demands. 

The points which, in purſuance of this ſyſtem, the 
Plenipotentiaries of the Enemy p opoſed for ſeparate dif- 
cuſſion in their firſt conferences with His Majeſty's Mi- 
niſter were at once frivolous and offenſive; none 
them productive of any ſolid advantage to France, but 

all calculated to raiſe new obſtacles in the way of Peace. 
And to theſe demands was ſoon after added another, in 
its form unprecedented, in its ſubſtance extravagant, and 
ſuch as could originate only in the moſt determined and 
inveterate hoſtility. The principle of mutual compen- 
ſation, before expreſsly admitted by common conſent as 
the juſt and equitable baſis of Negociation, was now diſ- 
claimed; every idea of moderation or reaſon, every ap- 
pearance of juſtice, was diſregarded; and a conceſſion 
was required from His Majeſty's Plenipotentiary, as a 
preliminary and indiſpenſable condition of Negopiation, 
which mult at once have ſuperſeded all the objects, and 
precluded all the means of treating. France, after in- 
corporating with Her own dominions ſo large a portion 
of Her conqueſts, and affecting to have deprived Her- 
ſelf, by Her own internal regulations, of the power of 
alienating theſe valuable additions of territories, did not 
ſcruple to demand from His Majeſty the abſolute and 
unconditional ſurrender of all that the energy of His 
People, and the valour of His fleets and armies have con- 
quered in the preſent War, either from France, or from 
Her Allies. She required that the power of Great Bri- 
tain ſhould be confined within its former limits, at the 
very moment when Her own dominion was extended to 
a degree almoſt unparalleled in hiſtory. She inſiſted, 
that in proportion to the incre ſe of danger, the means 
of reſiſtance ſhould be diminiſhed; and that His Ma- 
jeſty ſhou'd give yp, without compenſ-tion, and into the 
hands of His Enemies, the neceſſary defences of His poſ- 
ſeſſions, and the future ſafeguards of! his Empire. Nor 
was even this demand brought forward as conftituting 
the terms of Peace, but the price of Negociation ; as 
the coudition on which alone His Majeity was ws 

i | owe 
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lowed to learn what further unexplained demands were 
Mill reſerved, and to what greater ſacrifices theſe unpre- 
cedented conceſſions of honour and ſafety were to lead. 
Whatever were the impreſſions which ſuch a proceed- 
Ing created, they did not induce the King abruptly to 
preclude the means of Negociation. In rejecting with- 
out a moment's heſitation a demand, which could have 
been made for na other reaſon than becauſe it was inad- | 
miſſible, His Majeſty, from the fixed refolution to avail 
Himſelf of every chance of bringing the Negociation to 
a favourable iſſue, directed that an opening ſhould ſtill be 
left for treating on reaſonable and equal grounds, ſuch as 
might become the dignity of His Crown, and the rank 
and Ration in Europe in which it has pleaſed the Divine 
Providence to place the Britiſh Nation. 

This temperate and conciliatory condnct was ſtrongly 
expreſſive of the benevolence of His Majeſty's intentions; 
and it appeared for ſome time to have prepared the way 
for that reſult which has been the uniform object of all 
His meaſures. Two months elapſed after His Majeſty 
had unequivocally and definitively refuſed © comply with 
the unreaſonable and extravagant Preliminary which bad 
been demanded by His Enemies. During all that time, 
the Negociation was continued open, the conferences 
were regularly heid, and the demand thus explicitly re- 
jected by one party was never once renewed by the other. 
It was not only abandoned, it was openly diſclaimed ; 
aſſurances were gived in direct contradiction to it. Pro- 
miſes were continually repeated, that His Majeſty's ex- 
plicit and detailed propofals ſfiould at length be an- 
ſwered by that which could alone evince a real diſpoſi- 
tion to negociate with fincerity, by the delivery of a 
Counter-Proje&t, of a Nature tending to facilitate the 
 conclufion of Peace; and the long delays of the French 
Government in executing theſe promiſes were excuſed 
and accounted for by an unequivocal Declaration, that 
France was concerting with her. Allies for thoſe Sacri- 
fices on their part, which might afford the means of 
proceeding in the Negociation. Week after week paſſed 
over in the repetition of theſe ſolemn engagements: on 

the partof His Majeſty's Enemies. His defare for 2 

©. _ Induce 


1 


_ 2 
induced Him to wait for their completion, with an-anxs 
iety proportioned to the importance of the object; nor 
was it much to expect that His Miniſter ſhould at length 
be informed what was the extent and nature of the Con- 
ditions on which His Enemies were diſpoſed to termi- 
nate the War. | 

It was in this ſtage of buſineſs that, on the 11th of 
September, the appointment of new Plenipotentiaries 


was announced on the part of France, under a formal 


promiſe that their arrival ſhould facilitate and expedite 
the work of Peace. 5 | : 
To renew, 1n a ſhape ſtill more offenſive than before, 
the inadmiſſible demand ſo long before brought for- 
ward, and ſo long abandoned, was the firſt act of theſe 
new Meſſengers of Peace. And ſuch was now the un- 
diſguiſed impatience of the King's Enemies to terminate 
all Treaty, and to exclude all proſpect of Accommoda- 
tion, that even the continuance of the King's Plenipo- 
tentiary at the appointed place of Negociation was made 


by them to depend on his immediate compliance with a 


Condition which his Court had, two months before, 
explicitly refuſed, and concerning which no further 
diſcuſſion had ſince occurred. His reply was ſuch as 
the occaſion required: and He immediately received a: 
poſitive and written Order to depart from France, 

The ſubſequent conduct of His Majeſty's Enemies 
has aggravated even this proceeding, and added freſn 
inſult to this unexampled outrage. The inſurmount- 
able obſtacles which they threw in the way of Peace 
were accompanied with an oftentatious profeſſion of 
the moſt pacific diſpoſitions. In cutting off the means 
ot Negociation they ſtil] pretended to retain the ſtrong- 
eſt deſire to negociate: In ordering the King's Miniſter 
to quit their Country, they profeſſed the hope of his 
immediate return to it: And in renewing their former 
inadmiſſible and rejected demand, they declared their 
confident expectation of a ſpeedy and favourable anſwer. 
Yet before any anſwer could arrive, they publiſſied a 
Declaration, announcing to their Country the departure 
of the King's Miniſter, and attempting, as in every 
former inſtance, to aſcribe to the conduct of Great 

Britain 
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Britain the diſappointment of the general wiſh for 


Peace, and the renewal of all the calamities of War. 


The fame attempt has been prolonged in ſubſequent 


communications, equally inſidious and illuſary, by 
which they have obviouſly intended to furniſh the co- 
Jour and empty pretence of a wiſh for Peace, while they 
have ſtill ſtudiouſly and obſtinately perſiſted in evading 
every ſtep which could lead to the ſucceſs of any Nego- 
ciation; have continued to inſiſt on the ſame inadmiſſi- 
ble and extravagant Preliminary, and have uniformly 
withheld all explanation either on the particulars of the 
Propoſals of Peace ſo long fince delivered by His Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſter, or on any other terms on which they 
were themſelves ready to conclude: And this in the 
vain Hope, that it could be poſſible by any artifice to 
diſguiſe the truth of theſe tranſactions, or that any exer- 
ciſe of Power, however deſpotic, could prevent ſuch 
facts from being known, felt, and underſtood, even in 
France itſelf. | | | 

To France, to Europe, and to the World, it muſt be 


manifeſt, that the French Government (while they 


perſiſt in their preſent Sentiments) leave His Majeſty . 
without an Alternative, unleſs He were prepared to 
farrender and facrifice to the undiſguiſed ambition of 
His Enemies the Honour of His Ciown and the Safety 
of His Dominions. It muſt be- manifeſt, that, inſtead 
of ſhewing, on their part, any inclination to meet His 


Majeſty's pacific Overtures on any moderate terms, 


they have never brought themſelves to ſtate any terms 
(however exorbitant) on which they were ready to con- 
clude Peace. They have afked as a Preliminary (and 
in the form the moſt arrogant and offenſive) Conceſ- 
ſions which the comparative ſituation of the two Coun- 
tries would have rendered extravagant in any ſtage of 
Negociation; which were directly contrary to their own 


repeated profeſſions; and which, nevertheleſs, they 


peremptorily required to be complied with in the very 
outſet: reſerving an unlimited Power of afterwards ac- 


| cumulating, from timè to time, freſh demands, encreaſ- 
ing in proportion to every new conceſſion. 


- 


On 
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on the other hand, the terms propoſed by His Majeſty 
| have been ſtated in the moſt clear, open, and unequivo- 
cal manner. The diſcuſſion of all the points to which 
they relate, or of any others, which the Enemy might 
bring forward as the terms of Peace, has been, on His 
Majeſty's Part, repeatedly called for, as often promiſed 
by .the French. Plenipotentiaries, but to this day has 
never yet been obtained. The Rupture of the Nego- 
ciation is not therefore to be aſcribed to any pretenſions 
(however inadmiſhble) urged as the Price of Peace; not 
to any ultimate difference on Terms, however exorbi- 
tant; but to the evident and fixed determination of the 
Enemy to prolong the conteſt, and to purſne, at all 
hazards, their hoſtile deſigns againſt the proſperity and 
ſafety of theſe Kingdoms. „%%% 0 On 
While this determination continues to prevail, His 
Majeſty's earneſt wiſhes and endeavours to reſtore Peace. 
to His Subjects muſt be fruitleſs. But His Sentiments 
remain unaltered. He looks with anxious expectation 
to the moment when the Government of France may 
ſhew a diſpoſition and ſpirit in any degree correſpond- 
ing to His own, And He renews, even now, and be- 


fore all Europe, the ſolemn Declaration, that, in ſpite _ _ 


of repeated provocations, and at the very moment when 
His. claims have been ftrengthened and confirmed by 
that freſh ſucceſs which, by the Bleſſing of Providence, 
has recently attended His Arms, He is yet ready (if the 
calamities of War can now be cloſed) to conclude Peace 
on the ſame moderate and equitable Principles and 
Terms which He has before propoſed : The rejection 
of ſuch Terms muſt now, more than ever, demonſtrate _ 

the implacable animoſity and inſatiable ambition of 
thoſe with whom He has to contend, and to them alone 
muſt the future conſequences of the Prolongation of the 

War be aſcribed. 5 

If ſuch unhappily is the ſpirit by which they are ſtill 
actuated, His Majeſty can neither heſitate as to the 
Principles of His own Conduct, nor doubt the ſenti- 

ments and determination of His People. He will not 
be wanting to Them, and He is confident they will not 
be wanting to Themſelves. He has an anxious, but a 
. ſacred 


| £.4:3 | _ 
| facred and indifpenſable duty to fulfil: He will diſcharge 
it with Reſolution, Conſtancy and Firmneſs. Deeply 
as he muſt regret the continuance of a War, fo deſtruc- 
tive in its progreſs, and ſo burthenſome even in its ſuc- 
ceſs. He knows the character of the brave People whoſe 
intereſts and honour are entruſted to Him. Theſe it is 
the firſt object of His Life to maintain: and He is con- 
vinced, that neither the reſources nor the ſpirit of His 
Kingdoms will be found inadequate to this arduous 
conteſt, or unequal to the importance and value of the 
objects which are at ſtake, He truſts, that the Favor 
of Providence, by which they have always hitherto been 
ſupported againſt all their Enemies, will be ſtill extended 
to them; and that, under this Protection, His faithful 
Subjects, by a reſolute and vigorous application of the 
means which they poſſeſs, will be enabled to vindicate 
the independence of their Country, and to reſiſt with 
juſt indignation the aſſumed ſuperiority of an Enemy, 
againſt whom they have fonght with the courage, and 
ſucceſs, and glory of their Anceſtors, and who aims at 
nothing leſs than to deſtroy at once whatever has contri- 
buted to the proſperity and greatneſs of the Britiſh Em- 
pies: All the channels of its induſtry, and all the 
Sources of its power; its ſecurity from abroad, its tran- 
quility at home, and, above all, that Conſtitution, on 
which alone depends the undiſturbed enjoyment of its 
Religion, Laws, and Liberties. | | 


Weftminfter, Oclober 28. 1797. 
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DECREE 


ox THE 
'| © EXECUTIVE DIRECTORY, 


ON THE 26TH OF OCTOBER, 1797. 


J "TAS "RO: Directory decrees what follows: — 
Article 1. There ſhall be aflembled without delay on 
the coaſts of the ocean, an army, which ſhall take the 
name of the Army of England. 
| 2. Citizen General Buonaparte i is named Commander 
1 in Chief of that Army. 
Tb It ſhall be proviſionally commanded by Citizen De/air, - 
General of Diviſion, who ſhall inſtantly repair to Rennes 
; for that purpoſe. 
| 3. The Miniſter at War is charged with the. execution 
ol the preſent A4rrete, which ſhall he inſerted in the Bule 
letin of the laws. a 
| | Signed) Ropeapignn Lana Preſident. 
Wi *,, Secretary General. 


Proclamation of the Ke Directory, adirgſid to mas 
French People. 
4 ak 
«* THE Proclamation of the 4th cam day 
| (zoth day of September) of the 5th year, had for its 
object the putting the French armies in a ſtate of march- 
ing for the 6th of October. | 
« 'The Defenders of the country have hea rd the va 


of the Executive 9 and they have from. 9 
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Parts rejoined their reſpective armies; and the Miniſter 


at War has given the moſt ſatisfactory accounts on that 
head. By this generous ardour, by this eagerneſs fo 


maintain liberty, have Frenchmen been recognized. 


* Their warlike appearance has already borne down 
the obſtacle which the Cabinet of St. James's oppoſed for 
ſo long a time to the conclufion of Peace with the Em- 
peror. At the fight of your poſition, Auſtria returned to 
her true intereſts; and on the 17th of October laſt, the 
Treaty fuſpended for more than fix months, was agreed 
to at San Formio, near Udina, between the General in 
Chief, Buonaparte, Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
public, and four Plenipotentiaries of the Emperor, King 
of Hungary and Bohemia. You will learn with pleaſures 
that ſeveral millions of men have been reſtored to li- 
berty, and that the French people is the benefactor of 
oo ed oo CE VV 
% This is not yet alle A Congreſs is about to be 


aſſembled for the purpoſe of adjuſting the Peace of the 


Empire. Citizens, every thing induces us to augur, that 
you will gather in a ſhort time, the fruit of ſo many vie- 
tories. The Peace of the Continent will be ſoon eſta- 
bliſhed-on an immoveable baſis. 5 

It only remains for you to puniſh this Cabinet of 
London, which {ili miſleads ſome Courts ſo much as to 
make them the ſlaves of its maritime tyranny, and de- 
ecives the Engliſh themſelves, ' in extorting from them tie 
means of prolonging on the ocean the calamities of war, 
the effuſion of human blood, the deſtruction of com- 
merce, and all the horrors which it deals in, and for 


which it pays, but which muſt ſhortly fall on itſelf. It 


is at London that the calamities of Europe are fabrifated ; 


it is ere that ve muſt put an end to them. 


Citizens, in theſe circumitanees you ſec very near the 

riod of the military efforts which he Government is in 
a fitiation till to expect from French valour, but until the 
moment, which is cloſe at hand, whea this object is to be 
attained, take particular care not to lay down the arms 
which render you ſo terrible to the enemies of your inde- 
pendence ; beware of liſtening to the perfidious ſuggeſ - 


tions of thoſewha would with to defeat the effect of your 


4 * : + A : triumphs, 


triumphs. They are about to repeat that, peace being 
concluded, youſhould haſten to return to the boſom of your 
families. Ves, doubtleſs, the Directory has juſt figned a 
glorious peace for you, but in order to enjoy its comforts, 
you muſt complete your taſk, enſure the execution of the 
articles concluded between FRANCE and the EuPEROR, 
decide ſpeedily on thoſe to be concluded with the Empire, 
crown at length your exploits by an invaſion of the iſland 
whither your anceſtors carried ſlavery under William 
the Conqueror, and bring back thither the Genius of 
Liberty, which muſt land there at the ſame moment with 
JJ. a IO ITO 

c Citizens, be aſſured that the Government, defirous 
to accelerate the happy moment in which, acting in con- 
cert with the Legiſlative Body, it may reduce the armies 
to the peace eſtabliſhment, cauſe thoſe heroes to be recom- 
penſed of whom they conſiſt, and after having confe- 
erated their valour by monuments and feſtivals worthy of 
their triumphs, diffuſe through all- the Cantons that truly 
republican ſpirit with which the armies have been uni- 
formly animated, by reſtoring to the boſoms of their fa- 
milies all thoſe defenders of their country, who ſhall poſ- 
ſeſs the right of returning to them. 

But your own judgment ſhall decide. The hour is 
not yet come; yet a few inſtants more, and the French 
Republie triumphant, firmly eſtabliſhed, and every where 
acknowledged, ſhall enjoy that repoſe with which it ſhall 
o 

The Executive Directory roſolves that this Procla- 
mation {hall be priuted, poſted up, and ſent into all the de- 
partchents and to all the armies, and that the arreté put at 
the bottom of that of the 4th complementary day in the 
th year ſhall continue to be executed according to its 
form and fpuit, | | 
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THE HUMBLE 
ADDRES 8 
or TRE RIGHT HONORABLE THE 
LORDS SPIRI TUAL and TEMPORAL,. 
AND 
COMMOMS, in Parliament aſſembled, 
PRESENTED TO ins 


HIS MAJESTY, 


- On WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER'sS, 179% 


WITH. 


Dis Mae s 


MOST GRACIOUS ANSWER. 


Die "FINS. 2 Wire embris r. 
or GRACIOUS covenBrOn,. 


} } E, Your Majeſty 's moſt dutiful and TH Sabi. 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in Par- 
liament aſſembled, have taken into our moſt ſerious con- 


ſideration the Papers which Vour Majeſty has been 


+ come to direct to be laid before us, on the ſuhject of the 
egociation into which Your Majeſty . 


= 
with the view of reſtoring to Your People a ſeeure 
and honourable Peace. In every ſtage of that Tranſ. 
action we have recognized Your Majeſty's invariable 
and unremitted ſolicitude for our proſperity and welfare; 
while we have ſcen on the other hand the molt abundant 
proofs of the continuance of that ſpirit of inveterate Ani» . 
moſity and deſperate Ambition on the part of our Enemies, 
in which the preſent Conteſt firſt originated. Your 
Majeſty's Conduct, characterized by an unexampled mo- 
deration, openneſs, and conſiſtency, has left to the Enemy 
no means of evaſion, no ſubterfuge of diſguiſe or arti. 
fice. It can no longer be denied that their conduct is 
achiated by a fixed, determination of excluding all 
means of Peace, and of purſuing, at all hazards, their 
hoftile deſigns againſt the happineſs and ſafety of theſe 
Kingdoms. Even the vain pretence of pacite diſpoſi- 
tions is now abandoned, and the real purpoſe of all 
their Councils, and all their Meaſures, is at length _ 
openly. and publicly avowed. It is to our Laws and 
Government that they have declared their irreconcileable 


Hatred, No Sacrifice will content them, but that of our ' 


Liberty; no Conceſhon, but that of our envied and happy 
Conſtitution. ff | 
Under ſuch circumſtances we feel the duty which we 
owe, in this great criſis, to God and to our Country. 
Animated by the fame Sentiments which Your Majeſty 
has been pleaſed to declare to Your People and te the 
World; attached to Your Majeſty by Principle, Duty, and 
Gratitude, and ſenſible that it is only from Courage and 
Firmneſs that we can look, either for preſent Safety or 
permanent Peace; we are determined to defend, with 
unſhaken reſolution, Your Majeſty's Throne, the Lives 
and Properties of our fellow Subjects, the Government 
and Conſtitution of our Country, and the Honour and In- 
dependence of the Britiſb Empire. We know that great 
exertions are neceſſary ; we are prepared to make them: 
And, placing our firm Reliance on that Divine Protection 
which has always hitherto been extended to us, we 
will ſupport Vour Majeſty to the utmoſt, and ſtand or 
fall with our Religion, Laws, and Liberties. 
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ni MAJESTY" moſt Gracious AN WER, 


MY LORDS, AND GENTLEMEN, 


No.. HING could be more fatisfa@tary 4% Mr than this una- 


nimous Declaration of the Sentiments of My Two Houſes 
of Parliament. They are ſuch as the conduct and declared in- 
tention of the Enemy could net fail to produce. Me are engaged 
in a cauſe which is common to Us all; and contending for 
every intereſt which a free and independent Nation can have 
to maintain. Under the Bleſſing of Providence 1 look with 


confidence to the iſſue of this great conteſt ; but in every event 
My reſolution is taken. It is ſuch as I owe i God, to My 


Country, and to Myſelf; and it is confirmed by the ſentiments 
æohich you hawe this day declared ts Me. I will not be want- 
ing to My People, but avill fand or fall with them, in the De- 
fence of Our Reli gion, and in the Maintenance of the e | 
Lunce, Laws, and Liberties of. 2 3 
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